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LANCASTER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
October 10, 2006

	
	Mayor Hearns called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Present:

Council Members: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Vice Mayor Sileo, Mayor Hearns

Absent:

None

Staff Members:

City Manager, Assistant City Manager, City Attorney, City Clerk, Planning Director, Assist. Public Works Director, Soccer Center Director, Finance Director, Economic Development Director, Housing Director, Human Resources Director

None
The City Manager announced that CC 21 should be removed from the agenda at this time; NB 1 should be continued to the meeting of November 14, 2006.

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, to removed Agenda Item CC 21 from the agenda, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None
Mayor Hearns requested that Agenda Item No. CC 5 be pulled from the Consent Calendar for discussion.



	APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR
	On a motion by Council Member Jeffra and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council approved Consent Calendar items one through four; six through twenty and twenty-two through twenty-five, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None


	CC 1.

ORDINANCE WAIVER


	Waived further reading of any proposed ordinances.  (This permits reading the title only in lieu of reciting the entire text.)



	CC 2.

MINUTES


	Approved the Regular meeting minutes of September 26, 2006.


	CC 3.

WARRANT REGISTER


	Approved the Warrant Register (September 3, 2006 through September 23, 2006) in the amount of $5,131,478.04.


	CC 4.

MONTHLY REPORT OF INVESTMENTS


	Accepted and approved the August, 2006 Monthly Report of Investments as submitted.



	CC 5.

ORD. NO. 859 REGULATIONS OF TAXICAB OPERATIONS


	Ordinance No. 859, an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Lancaster, California, amending Title 5 of the Lancaster Municipal Code amending Chapter 5.28 regulating taxicab operations within the City.

Addressing the Council in opposition of Section 5.28.040 (C) regarding the age of vehicles used for taxicab operations were:

John Griggs; Alfred Pico; Martin Shatauchyan; Alix Menuau; Keith Bastedo; Migran Koganyan; Alvarez Luis. 

Discussion from Council included: necessity to have a time limit at all; eliminate age limit all together; remove data regarding the age limit on vehicles from the ordinance; importance of safety of vehicles; clarification of inspections on vehicles; when the cost of vehicle maintenance exceeds the cost of replacing the vehicle, then it is reasonable that the vehicle needs to be replaced. 

The City Attorney stated that the seven year standard is on the short end of several ordinances that were reviewed from other cities and some cities have age limits and some have no age limits.  The age limit can be eliminated, but it is important to still have the inspections twice a year to govern safety which is the primary purpose of this part of the ordinance.  If the section of the ordinance regarding the age of a vehicle is eliminated from the ordinance, then keep track of this for a period of time to see if problems do come up regarding the age of the vehicles, then the City could revisit that and come up with a reasonable age standard.

A motion was made by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Jeffra to strike Section 5.28.040 (C) of Ordinance No. 859 and reintroduced Ordinance No. 859 with the elimination of this Section, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None


	CC 6.

ORD. NO. 860 REGULATIONS OF TOWING OPERATIONS


	Adopted Ordinance No. 860, an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Lancaster, California, amending Title 5 of the Lancaster Municipal Code amending Chapter 5.32 regulating towing operations within the City.
Addressing the Council on this item:

Harold King – concerns regarding licensing for towing operations.



	CC 7.
APPROPRIATION OF RECURRING HOME PROGRAM INCOME FUNDS
	Approved the appropriation of recurring HOME Program Income funds Account No. 238-3604-100 to be used for eligible activities under the State of California, Department of Housing and Community Development HOME Program.



	CC 8.

RESO. NOS. 

06-198 AND 06-199 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNITY BUILDING MANAGER


	B) Adopted Resolution No. 06-198, establishing classification of Neighborhood Community Building Manager.

C) Adopted Resolution 06-199, establishing compensation for Neighborhood Community Building Manager.



	CC 9.


	This item number not used.

	CC 10.

ACCEPTANCE OF STREETS FOR MAINTENANCE FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW NO. 04-17


	Approved the developer constructed streets and accepted the streets for maintenance by the City for Site Plan Review No. 04-17, located at the northeast corner of 4th Street East and Avenue L-8.  Owner:  Bowe Contractors, Inc.; Director’s Review No. 00-91, located 42424 4th Street East.  Owner: Bowe Contractor’s, Inc.



	CC 11.

APPROVAL OF COMPLETED WATER SYSTEM FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW NO. 04-21


	Approved the completed water system installed by the developer for Site Plan Review No. 04-21, located at 42220 10th Street West.  Owner:  Joshua Lane, LLC.



	CC 12.

ACCEPTANCE OF MAP AND DEDICATIONS FOR TRACT NO. 

061489
	Approved the map and accepted the dedications as offered on the map for Tract No. 061489, located at the northwest corner of Avenue J-8 and 50th Street West; approved and accepted the Undertaking Agreement and Improvement Securities required as a condition of recordation of the map; made findings that this project will not violate any of the provisions of Sections 66473.5, 66474.1, and 66474.6 of the Subdivision Map Act; instructed the City Clerk to endorse on the face of the map the certificate which embodies the approval of said map and the dedications shown thereon.



	CC 13.

ACCEPTANCE OF MAP AND DEDICATIONS FOR TRACT NO. 
061489-01
	Approved the map and accepted the dedications as offered on the map for Tract No. 061489-01, located at the southwest corner of 50th Street West and Avenue J-4; approved and accepted the Undertaking Agreement and Improvement Securities required as a condition of recordation of the map; made findings that this project will not violate any of the provisions of Sections 66473.5, 66474.1, and 66474.6 of the Subdivision Map Act; instructed the City Clerk to endorse on the face of the map the certificate which embodies the approval of said map and the dedications shown thereon.



	CC 14.

ACCEPTANCE OF MAP AND DEDICATIONS FOR TRACT NO. 

061819
	Approved the map and accepted the dedications as offered on the map for Tract No. 061819, located at the northwest corner of 20th Street East and Avenue H-8; approved and accepted the Undertaking Agreement and Improvement Securities required as a condition of recordation of the map; made findings that this project will not violate any of the provisions of Sections 66473.5, 66474.1, and 66474.6 of the Subdivision Map Act; instructed the City Clerk to endorse on the face of the map the certificate which embodies the approval of said map and the dedications shown thereon. 



	CC 15.

ACCEPTANCE OF MAP AND DEDICATIONS FOR TRACT NO. 

54199-01
	Approved the map and accepted the dedications as offered on the map for Tract No. 54199-01, located at northeast corner of Avenue H-8 and 5th Street East; approved and accepted the Undertaking Agreement and Improvement Securities required as a condition of recordation of the map; made findings that this project will not violate any of the provisions of Sections 66473.5, 66474.1, and 66474.6 of the Subdivision Map Act; instructed the City Clerk to endorse on the face of the map the certificate which embodies the approval of said map and the dedications shown thereon.


	CC 16.

MULTI-YEAR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENTS


	Approved Multi-Year Professional Service Agreements with each of the pre-qualified design consulting firms on the list included in the staff report; authorized the City Manager, or his designee to sign all documents.



	CC 17.

AWARD OF 

PWCP NO. 06-010 SMART CROSSWALKS
	Awarded Public Works Construction Project No. 06-010, Smart Crosswalks (Five Locations), to Taft Electric Company, Inc. in the amount of $560,345.22 plus a 10% contingency for the construction of flashing beacons at school crosswalks.  Authorized the City Manager, or his designee, to sign all documents.  Approved the utilization of $500,000 in funds allocated by the State of California in the Fifth Cycle of the Safe Routes to School Program (SR2S). Transferred $185,000 from Account No. 12TC001206, Public Works Construction Project 06-023, Citywide Pavement Markings and Striping, to Account No. 12TS004206.  Appropriated $80,000 in new grant funds to Account No. 12TS004324 and increased estimated revenues in Account No. 324-3303100 by $80,000.


	CC 18.

AWARD OF 

PWCP NO. 06-016 EAST AVENUE I CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
	Awarded Public Works Construction Project No. 06-016, East Avenue I Corridor Improvements, to Asphalt Construction Company, Inc., in the amount of $369,819.00, plus a 10% contingency. The project is designed to construct parkway improvements, repair deteriorated pavement, and repair drainage problems along Avenue I from west of Challenger Way to about 15th Street East.  Authorized the City Manager, or his designee, to sign all documents.  Transfer $91,800 from Account No. 12ST013206, Street Overlay Program, to Account No. 15ST017206.



	CC 19.

AWARD OF 

PWCP NO. 06-036 FALL 2006 PAVEMENT REJUVENATION
	Awarded Public Works Construction Project No. 06-036, Fall 2006 Pavement Rejuvenation, to American Asphalt South, Inc., in the amount of $744,410.00 including a 10% contingency.  The project is designed to resurface designated streets, and apply rubberized aggregate-emulsion slurry seal to numerous City streets at various locations around the city; authorized the City Manager, or his designee, to sign all documents.



	CC 20.

ACCEPTANCE OF WORK ON 

PWCP NO. 06-014 10TH STREET WEST / AVENUE H-4 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS


	Accepted the work constructed by Granite Construction Company for Public Works Construction Project No. 06-014, 10th Street West at Avenue H-4 Drainage Improvements; directed the City Clerk to file the Notice of Completion for the project; authorized payment of the 10 percent retention 35 days after recordation, provided no stop notices, as provided by law, have been filed.



	CC 21.

TAX SHARING RESOLUTION WITH L.A. COUNTY WATERWORKS DIST. NO. 40


	Tax Sharing Resolution for proposed Annexation 40-94 (4-160) into Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley.
This item was removed from the Consent Calendar by earlier action.



	CC 22.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD NOTICE OF INTENT
	Authorized the City Manager, or his designee, to sign a State Water Resources Control Board Notice of Intent to comply with the State Mandated Waste Discharge requirements for the city sewer system and submit same to the State Water Board Accounting Office along with the annual fee. Appropriated $4,676.00 from Fund 222 Fund Balance and increase operating Account No. 222-4710-311 accordingly to pay this fee.



	CC 23.

RESO. NOS. 

06-201 AND 06-202 ANNEX. NOS. 

06-58; 06-68; 

06-72; 06-75 

TO LDBAD
	Proposed Annexations to Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District

Annexation No. 06-58, Tract No. 061040 and 061041, located on the northwest corner of Avenue L and 55th Street West.  Owner:  Lafferty Lancaster I, LLC, a California Limited Liability Company.
Annexation No. 06-68, Site Plan Review No. 05-24, located at 42545 and 42547 Wall Street.  Owner:  David Scott Kerr and Regina Kerr, husband and wife as community property as to an undivided 50% interest, and Joseph Childs and Donna Childs, husband and wife as community property as to and undivided 50% interest as tenants in common. 

Annexation No. 06-72, Conditional Use Permit No. 05-10, and parcel map no. 063169, located on the northeast corner of 20th Street West and Avenue J-12.  Owner:  Meyer Crest LTD, a Nevada Corporation.
Annexation No. 06-75, Site Plan Review No. 06-05, located on the west side of Valley Central Way, approximately 690 feet south of Avenue I.  Owner:  Lancaster Redevelopment Agency, a Public Body, Corporate and Politic of the State of California.
A) Adopted Resolution No. 06-201, initiating proceedings for the annexation of territories to Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District to be established pursuant to the Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 06-58, 06-68, 06-72, and 06-75.)
B) Adopted Resolution No. 06-202, approving the Engineer's Report and the time and place for Public Hearing, and declaring its intention to annex territories into Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District and to levy and collect assessments pursuant to the Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 06-58, 06-68, 06-72, and 06-75.)


	CC 24.

RESO. NOS. 

06-203 AND 06-204 ANNEX. NOS. 

720; 731; 735 

TO LLMD
	Proposed Annexations to Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District
Annexation No. 720, Tract No. 061040 and 061041, located on the northwest corner of Avenue L and 55th Street West.  Owner:  Lafferty Lancaster I, LLC, a California Limited Liability Company.
Annexation No. 731, Conditional Use Permit No. 05-10, and Parcel Map No. 063169, located on the northeast corner of 20th Street West and Avenue J-12.  Owner:  Meyer Crest LTD, a Nevada Corporation.
Annexation No. 735, Site Plan Review No. 06-05, located on the west side of Valley Central Way, approximately 690 feet south of Avenue I.  Owner:  Lancaster Redevelopment Agency, a Public Body, Corporate and Politic of the State of California.

A) Adopted Resolution No. 06-203, initiating proceedings for the annexation of territories into Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District, an Assessment district established pursuant to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 720, 731, and 735.)

B) Adopted Resolution No. 06-204, approving the Engineer's Report and the time and place for Public Hearing, and declaring its intention to annex territories into Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District and to levy and collect assessments pursuant to Part 2 of Division 15 of the Streets and Highways Code of the State of California and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 720, 731, and 735.)

	CC 25.
RESO. NOS. 

06-205 AND 06-206 ANNEX. NO. 361

TO LMD
	Proposed Annexations to Lancaster Landscape Maintenance 
District No. 1:
Annexation No. 361, Tract No. 061040 and 061041, located on the northwest corner of Avenue L and 55th Street West.  Owner:  Lafferty Lancaster I, LLC, a California Limited Liability Company.  

A) Adopted Resolution No. 06-205, initiating proceedings for the annexation of territory into Lancaster Landscape Maintenance District No. 1, an Assessment District established pursuant to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation No. 361.)
B) Adopted Resolution No. 06-206, approving the Engineer's Report and the time and place for Public Hearing, and declaring its intention to annex territory into the Lancaster Landscape Maintenance District No. 1 and to levy and collect assessments pursuant to Part 2 of Division 15 of the Streets and Highways Code of the State of California and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation No. 361.)


	PH 1.

RESO. NO. 06-207 CONFIRMING DIAGRAMS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR ANNEX. NOS. 

06-58; 06-68; 

06-72; 06-75 

TO LDBAD 
	Mayor Hearns opened the Public Hearing.  The Assist. Public Works Director presented the staff report.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the Public Hearing.

On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-207, confirming the diagrams and assessments and ordering the annexation of territories into Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District and levy of assessment (Annexation Nos. 06-58, 06-68, 06-72, and 06-75), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	PH 2.
RESO. NO. 06-208 CONFIRMING DIAGRAMS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR ANNEX. NOS. 

720; 731; 735 

TO LLMD
	Mayor Hearns opened the Public Hearing.  The Assist. Public Works Director presented the staff report.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the Public Hearing.

On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-208, confirming the diagrams and assessments and ordering the annexation of territories into Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District (Annexation Nos. 720, 731, and 735), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	PH 3.

RESO. NO. 06-209 CONFIRMING DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENT FOR ANNEX. NO. 361 

TO LMD
	Mayor Hearns opened the Public Hearing.  The Assist. Public Works Director presented the staff report.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the Public Hearing.

On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-209, confirming the diagram and assessment and ordering the annexation of territory into Lancaster Landscape Maintenance District No. 1 (Annexation No. 361), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	PH 4.

RESO. NO. 06-210 ISSUANCE OF MULTIFAMILY HOUSING REVENUE BONDS
	Mayor Hearns opened the Public Hearing.  The Housing Director presented the staff report regarding issuance of approximately $8,000,000 of multifamily housing revenue bonds by the California Statewide Communities Development Authority.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the Public Hearing.

On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-210, to approve the issuance of approximately $8,000,000 of multifamily housing revenue bonds by the California Statewide Communities Development Authority, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	NB 1.

RESO. NO. 06-211

CONDEMNATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY
	Regarding the condemnation of certain real property in the City of Lancaster, California, and declaring the public necessity therefore (APN 3204-009-011; portions thereof.)
This item was continued to the meeting of November 14, 2006.


	NB 2.

RESO. NO. 06-212 CONDEMNATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY
	The Assist. Public Works Director presented the staff report regarding the condemnation of certain real property in the City of Lancaster, California, and declaring the public necessity therefore (APN 3203-001-005; portions thereof.)
On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-212, directing and authorizing the condemnation of certain real property in the City of Lancaster, California, and declaring necessity therefore (APN 3203-001-005; portions thereof), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	NB 3.

APPOINTMENTS TO JLUSAC AND JLUSTC
	The Planning Director presented the staff report regarding the appointment of Representatives to Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) Advisory and Technical Study Committees.
On a motion by Council Member Visokey and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council appointed Vice Mayor Sileo as the primary representative; Mayor Hearns and Council Member Jeffra as alternates as the City representative to the Joint Land Use Study Advisory Committee (JLUSAC); appointed the Planning Director as the City representative to the Joint Land Use Study Technical Committee (JLUSTC), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	NB 4.

ORD. NO. 861

PROHIBITING AGGRESSIVE SOLICITING
	The Housing Director presented the staff report regarding an ordinance which will prohibit Aggressive Soliciting.
On a motion by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council Introduced Ordinance No. 861, adding Chapter 9.36 to Title 9 of the Lancaster Municipal Code to Prohibit Aggressive Soliciting, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	CITY MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENT
CITY CLERK ANNOUNCEMENT


	None
The City Clerk provided the public with the procedure to address the City Council regarding non-agendized items.

	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED
	Addressing the Council at this time:
Ray Chavira – importance of Sheriffs providing patrol to the mobilehome parks; mobilehome park conversion policy; code enforcement issues in parks; placement of AVTA bus stop billboard which is close to Sherwood Mobilehome Park is causing visibility issues.

Mayor Hearns stated that he did report the billboard issue to the Chairman of AVTA and that they will be coming out to inspect it and decide if there is anything that can be done.

The City Manager stated that the City of Lancaster and the Sheriff’s Department does patrol this park and does respond to their calls as they would to any other call for service whether it be emergency priority or non-emergency.  Mr. Chavira is referring to participation in the LANCAP Program.  The LANCAP Program is not a program for single family owner/occupied properties; it is for multi-family rental properties.  To dispel any concerns on the part of the public, the City of Lancaster and the Sheriff’s Department does respond to calls for service at that location just like they would respond to any other subdivision.  

The City Manager stated there are issues of conversion of mobilehome parks that are being worked on by the City Attorney’s office in conjunction with the Department of Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization.  There is no eminent threat of a mobilehome conversion to this Mobilehome Park or any other Mobilehome Park in the City of Lancaster.  Staff will be bringing back to Council some recommendations regarding conversion of Mobilehome Parks and protections for the residents and owners of Mobilehome properties in the City.  In regards to other issues of neighborhood preservation and code enforcement, staff, in conjunction with the City Attorney is working on strategies; vitality of properties and residents of Mobilehome Parks and the City is looking to find the right balance in conjunction with the State of California, as the State has jurisdiction over Mobilehome Parks.  The City Manager stated that he has had several conversations with Mr. Chavira regarding all the points that he has referenced and has provided the same information to him that is now being presented to Council.  Staff will continue to work on all of the issues and staff and the Sheriff’s Department will continue to respond to the needs of the residents when they call for assistance.

Don Goeschl – public safety; parking violations; animal cruelty; emergency vehicles unable to get into living areas due to parking situations; recreational vehicles parked for days and days with being moved; running a business such as a concrete company from a private home.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)


	The City Manager stated that he and staff have had a number of conversations with Mr. Goeschl and the City is sympathetic to his plight.  The City’s regulations state that recreational vehicles can not stay on a public street for more than 72 hours and then they must be moved.  The issue of recreational vehicles in not an uncommon source of controversy in communities and it really is an issue that pits recreational owners and the rest of the neighborhood over where these vehicles should be parked; where they should be stored.  Code Enforcement has been out repeatedly to check on the vehicle that is being discussed.  There is some difference of opinion among the staff and Mr. Goeschl about the frequency of movement of this vehicle.  However, the regulations state: 72 hours – it must be moved.  It does not have to be moved several miles away, it can be moved around the corner and come back again.  The issue of recreational vehicles in residential neighborhoods is a very interesting issue that neighborhoods are having a great deal of difficulty with.  Questions arise such as: Can they be stored in driveways; can they be stored in backyards.  Some residents do not like recreational vehicles in either place or on the streets.  

This is a fairly significant issue in many neighborhoods, in many cities across the country.  Staff will continue to work with Mr. Goeschl on this issue, within the scope of the law. The City does not have someone they can assign to go out to the neighborhood every 72 hours and check on this vehicle, when the severity of code enforcement violations in the City are numerous and need to be attended to.  

The City Manager stated that he and his staff have discussed this with Mr. Goeschl at length.  Staff will continue to attempt to address this issue in context with all the other competing demands that the City has.  Council will need to decide if the parking of recreational vehicles should be left as it is or if they want staff to research and come back with a series of alternatives.  It is a lose/lose discussion, as there will be any number of people who will be very unhappy, no matter what is decided.  He stated that he has first hand experience with this through working with several other cities.

The City Manager stated that the complaint regarding the running of a construction business from a private home has been registered with the City; Code Enforcement and the Department of Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization and it is being investigated.  The City has explained to Mr. Goeschl that the City is doing the appropriate follow-up to seek compliance and if compliance is not met, then enforcement and regulatory action will take place.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)


	Council Member Jeffra stated that the ordinance regarding recreational vehicles is an ordinance that will be looked at.  Safety is the most important issue, enforcement is difficult and code enforcement is very, very busy.   This ordinance will be looked at and if a citizen has the money for a recreational vehicle, then they have the money to put down some concrete and park it.

Juan Higuera – Introduced the programs within the Live Again Recovery Program.

William Schaaff – Long time resident; employee of school district; concerned with the increase in crime on the east side of Lancaster; nature of crimes has changed; need for more Sheriffs; need for a substation on the east side; Section 8 problems.

The City Manager stated that the cities of Lancaster and Palmdale are meeting on a regular basis with Los Angeles County Housing Authority; Representatives from the Community Development Division; Representatives from the local office of Supervisor Antonovich in seeking very strict compliance with the Section 8 rules and regulations in an attempt to curb abuses of this federal program and there has been coverage of this.  The City has committed additional funding in support and partnership with the City of Palmdale and Los Angeles County and purchasing an enhanced level of enforcement within Section 8 and the City will continue to do their very best to hold those agencies to their responsibilities.  In terms of law enforcement services, the City of Lancaster is responsible for law enforcement services within the City limits of Lancaster and does direct the activities of the Sheriff’s Department functioning out of the Lancaster station which covers not only Lancaster but the unincorporated areas as well.  There has been a concerted effort to increase and improve law enforcement services in the City in the last 18 months and working at the direction of the City Council.  A meeting has been set up to share that information as well as to address the wants and desires of the community in how best to tackle some of these issues.  That meeting will be conducted by Captain Carl Deeley and Assistant City Manager, Mark Bozigian.  The first part of the meeting will be to present a report on the law enforcement initiatives that have been undertaken with this City Council in the last 18 months and talk about interest and how to cooperate mutually to address the concerns that citizens have. The meeting is scheduled for November 2, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.  

Joshua Irmler – Long time resident; importance of keeping community safe; importance of a substation on the east side; there needs to be a symbol that shows leaders are working toward solutions.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)


	Jenny Irmler - harassment that she has experienced at the east side Wal-Mart parking area; intimidation by gang members; importance of representation on the east side of Lancaster.

Sylvia Welker – concerns regarding smoking at bus stops; dangers of second hand smoke; necessity to post signs.

The City Attorney stated that staff will look into the question of whether the City has such a law regarding smoking at bus stops and his office will be in touch with Ms. Welker to give her the necessary information that she needs.

Mark Rasmussen – Long time resident; lives on east side of Lancaster; home has been robbed three times; car stolen; shots have been fired in the neighborhood; gangs are taking over; importance of injunctions; crime is a very serious issue; worried about safety of his family.

Council Member Smith stated that injunctions are very effective.  Once someone gets a restraining order again a particular gang, it restrains them from being out after 10 p.m.; being in the park; wearing baggy clothing; being seen together.  This process is very effective in other cities, it takes a lot of resources and it takes time.  The City Manager is talking with other cities regarding this issue.  Council Member Smith stated that he recently spoke with the District Attorney of Los Angeles County; in the process of talking with the rest of the Council; setting up a meeting between both cities and will be talking to the District Attorney about two other programs that go directly after geographical areas that have gangs.  The valley can be saved and the time for action is now.

Scott Hand – concerns regarding gun fire in neighborhood; Sheriff’s Department is responsible to enforce the laws; his children are afraid to be alone; did not buy a house in Lancaster to live in fear; worried about life, property.

The City Manager stated that the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative will be used as a mechanism not only to work in the core twelve neighborhoods, but also in strong neighborhoods.  This will take partnerships with citizens and in terms of identifying mutually agreed upon efforts at solving the problems and cooperating with special task forces and the courts in terms of injunctions, working with City staff and the Sheriff’s Department on these issues.  There are several mechanisms that will be brought forth.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)


	Tania Scott – Long time resident; gun shots in neighborhood; wants to fight for the neighborhood; wants to help; refuses to run; wants to make things better; importance of regular patrols.

Shaun Blakley – Long time resident; newly married, wants to raise a family in Lancaster but concerned with safety; crime is rising; importance of substation on the east side of Lancaster.

Sherry Marquez – Crime in neighborhood; morale of Deputies is low – they tell citizens to move; crime is rising; importance of substation on the east side of Lancaster.

James Lake – Resident on the east side of Lancaster; home has been burglarized; family is not safe; gun shots in neighborhood; fear of taking walks in neighborhood; east side needs help.

Ray Cuzis – Resident on the east side of Lancaster; concerned with panhandlers; there is a presence in Lancaster that he never saw in his twelve years of living in Brooklyn, New York; safety is the primary concern; importance of a substation on the east side of Lancaster.

The City Manager requested that Captain Deeley make a few comments.

Captain Deeley stated that the City Council and City Manager have drastically changed the Sheriff’s contract in the last 18 months from about $12 million dollars to almost $16 million dollars.  The City has contracted for more deputies, making this the Number One contract in Los Angeles County.  The problem is the three year hiring freeze which was imposed by the budget cuts by the Board of Supervisors caused the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department to be 1100 deputies short.  There are 213 sworn personnel at the Lancaster Sheriff’s Station and of those, there are 28 vacancies.  Today was the grand opening of the Lancaster Sheriff’s Academy which gives the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department the ability to put 500 people through the academy at one time.  Many cities need additional law enforcement; the Council and City Manager have been constant about the importance of needing additional help.  The City has arranged for a series of extra units from throughout the department to come to Lancaster over the next few months and this has been going on over the last few weeks.  Units consist of gang deputies; narcotics deputies; major crimes bureau. A number of things have happened to free up the time of the deputies, including the hiring of fifteen Community Service Officers, who handle routine calls.  



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)

CONTINUATION OF COMMENTS FROM CAPTAIN CARL DEELEY
	This will help to increase response times by our deputies.  These are positive changes; response times are down by half.  One of the things that makes Lancaster unique to many other areas is the State Prison; a community that has opened its arms and supplies for the homeless.  The City helps to pay for a Section 8 officer to help with the challenges in the community.  There is a parole problem; parole was putting a lot of people in Lancaster and Palmdale because of the laws that allow a victim of a felony to submit a petition requesting that the felon must be 35 miles away from the victims.  Parole put a lot of people in the Antelope Valley; they have agreed to stop; Parole is being watched very closely by both cities; State Representatives and the office of Supervisor Antonovich.  Gangs and drugs are a big problem and gang investigators are helping in this area.  It took a long time to get where the City is right now; however, the City is well on their way to working on all solutions possible and the community will be valuable in reaching those solutions.



	COUNCIL COMMENTS
	Council Member Visokey – Change can’t happen fast enough; law enforcement aspect is the highest priority; heading in right direction, but taking too long to see results.

Council Member Smith – Thanked citizens for coming to the Council meeting and expressing their concerns; the problems that exist are a mosaic of problems and it will take a multi-pronged attack.  Time for more programs and creative ideas; injunctions; progress with District Attorney; the cities are working hard toward solutions; targeted solutions are needed; this is a huge priority.

Vice Mayor Sileo – Captain Deeley covered everything very well.  We are facing many challenges and we will succeed.  Ms. Scott stated it very well by saying: “I’m not leaving.”  Fighting the problems after they occur is not the answer, the answer happens in the neighborhoods and the homes.  The City can help kids in school, after school, but we can’t fix the parents.

The City Manager encourages everyone to come to the meeting on November 2, 2006 to learn what is being done and what the future holds.  Looking forward to ideas and a commitment from the community.



	COUNCIL COMMENTS

(continued)
	Council Member Jeffra – Crime is frustrating; City can do a lot of things; he and Council Member Smith will be taking a look at the AV Crimes Task Force with two members of the City Council of the City of Palmdale.  Crime is not a local problem, it is a regional problem.  Criminals will break the law because they can, and if they are allowed to get away with it, they will continue to do so, again and again.  These are not the kind of people we want to see on the streets.  We are doing everything we can and are looking to do more and it is time to get it done; things will change, it is time.

Mayor Hearns – Lives on the east side; all that has been mentioned regarding the needs of the east side is not out of the question and every possibility will be looked at.  Determined to make the east side just as safe as any other area; truly understands how the community feels.  Believes that with cooperation with all agencies and the community, things will get better.  Appreciates everyone who came out to express their concerns.


	CLOSED SESSION
	None



	ADJOURNMENT
	Mayor Hearns adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. and announced the next regular meeting of the City Council would be held on Tuesday, October 24, 2006.

ATTEST:                                                     APPROVED:

_____________________________      ___________________________

GERI K. BRYAN, CMC                         HENRY W. HEARNS
City Clerk                                                Mayor

City of Lancaster                                     City of Lancaster


	
	STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
)  ss

CITY OF LANCASTER

)

CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL

I, __________________________, ______________________________ of the City of Lancaster, CA, do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original City Council Minutes, for which the original is on file in my office.

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, on this _________ day of ________________, ________.

(seal)
___________________________________














- 18 -

