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LANCASTER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
August 22, 2006

	CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL

CITY MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENT

AGENDA ITEMS TO BE REMOVED

APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR


	Mayor Hearns called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
Present:

Council Members: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Vice Mayor Sileo, Mayor Hearns

Absent:

None

Staff Members:

City Manager, Assistant City Managers, City Attorney, City Clerk, Planning Director, Public Works Director, Assistant Parks, Recreation and Arts Director, Finance Director, Economic Development Director, Housing Director, Human Resources Director

The City Manager announced that Assistant City Manager, Al Holliman is leaving the City on September 1, 2006 and that he appreciates the contributions Mr. Holliman has made and wishes him well in his future endeavors.  

The City Council expressed their appreciation for Mr. Holliman’s hard work and commitment; thanked him for his common sense view point; appreciated his responsiveness; outstanding integrity; honesty and that he will be missed.

None
On a motion by Council Member Jeffra and seconded by Vice Mayor Sileo, the City Council approved the Consent Calendar by the following vote: 
5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None


	ORDINANCE WAIVER

CC 1.


	Waived further reading of any proposed ordinances.  (This permits reading the title only in lieu of reciting the entire text.)



	MINUTES

CC 2.
	Approved the Regular meeting minutes of August 8, 2006.


	WARRANT REGISTER

CC 3.
	Approved the Warrant Register (July 23, 2006 through August 5, 2006) in the amount of $6,326,126.16.


	INFORMATIONAL ITEM REGARDING ESSCO
CC 4.
	Received and filed information on Employee Support Systems Company (ESSCO).



	APPROPRIATION OF GRANT FUNDING FROM STATE OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY

CC 5.
	Approved the appropriation of Grant Funding in the amount of $134,328.63, from the State Office of Homeland Security to Revenue Account No. 326-3301-100 and corresponding Expense Account No. 326-4820-770.


	MONUMENTATION WORK FOR TRACT NO. 52797

CC 6.
	Approved the monumentation work for the following project: Tract No. 52797, Location/Owner: North side of Avenue K-8, approximately 288 feet west of 25th Street West.  Owner: KB Homes Greater Los Angeles, Inc.



	SUBSTITUTION OF UNDERTAKING AGREEMENT FOR TRACT NO. 54370-02

CC 7.
	Approved and accepted substitution of the Subdivision Undertaking Agreement and securities submitted by MLB QH 80, LLC in place of the Subdivision Undertaking and securities submitted by Reserve at Lancaster, LLC for Tract No. 54370-02, located at the northwest corner of 70th Street West and Avenue L-8.



	COST SHARING AGREEMENT WITH L.A. COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT NO. 40

CC 8.
	Approved the cost sharing agreement with Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40, authorizing the City to make modifications to the District water system along Avenue J between Division Street and 5th Street East, along 5th Street East at Woodington Avenue, and along Woodington Avenue between 5th Street East and Sancroft Avenue.  The District will reimburse the City for actual costs incurred.



	ACCEPTANCE OF MAP AND DEDICATIONS FOR TRACT NO. 061538

CC 9.
	Approved the map and accepted the dedications as offered on the map for Tract No. 061538, located at the southwest corner of 35th Street West and Avenue L-4; made findings that this project will not violate any of the provisions of Sections 66473.5, 66474.1, and 66474.6 of the Subdivision Map Act; and instructed the City Clerk to endorse on the face of the map the certificate which embodies the approval of said map and the dedications shown thereon. 



	ACCEPTANCE OF MAP AND DEDICATIONS FOR TRACT NO. 060614

CC 10.
	Approved the map and accepted the dedications as offered on the map for Tract No. 060614, located at the northwest corner of 20th Street East and Avenue K-8; made findings that this project will not violate any of the provisions of Sections 66473.5, 66474.1, and 66474.6 of the Subdivision Map Act; and instructed the City Clerk to endorse on the face of the map the certificate which embodies the approval of said map and the dedications shown thereon. 



	ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL NO. 

182-25 

FOR COMPLETION OF MODULAR BUILDING

CC 11.
	Accepted the work constructed by Design Space Modular Building, Inc.- Request for Proposal No. 182-25; directed the City Clerk to file the Notice of Completion for the project; authorized payment of the 10 percent retention 35 days after recordation, provided no stop notices, as provided by law, have been filed.



	PWCP NO. 05-055 SOUTH DOWNTOWN BUILDING DEMOLITION NO. 1

CC 12.
	Accepted the work constructed by American Wrecking, Inc. for Public Works Construction Project No. 05-055 – South Downtown Building Demolition No. 1; directed the City Clerk to file the Notice of Completion for the project; authorized payment of the 10 percent retention 35 days after recordation, provided no stop notices, as provided by law, have been filed.


	PWCP NO. 06-025 FREEWAY LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS

CC 13.
	Awarded Public Works Construction Project No. 06-025, Freeway Landscaping Improvements, Avenue L Intersection and Avenue K to Avenue J-8, to America West Landscape in the amount of $2,820,335.05 plus a 10% contingency.  The project is designed for the irrigation and landscape improvements on State Route 14 at the Avenue L Overpass and between Avenue K and Avenue J-8.  Authorized the City Manager, or his designee, to sign all documents.
  

	ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY WITH RICHARD ALEXANDER AND AMARA BROWN

CC 14.

	Approved agreement for the acquisition of Real Property between the City of Lancaster and Richard Alexander and Amara Lakeem Brown for property located at 1341 West Avenue J-3.



	RESO. NOS. 

06-180 AND 06-181 ANNEX. NOS. 

05-25; 06-37; 

06-56; 06-57 

TO LDBAD

CC 15.
	Proposed Annexations to Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District

Annexation No. 05-25, Permit No. 04-03980, located on the south side of Avenue J-8, between 30th Street East and 35th Street East.  Owner:  Antelope Valley Union High School District, a Public entity duly organized and existing under and by virtue of the constitution and the laws of the State of California.
Annexation No. 06-37, Permit No. 06-01450, located at 1610 West Avenue L-8.  Owner:  Sergio Perez, a married man as sole and separate property.
Annexation No. 06-56, Permit No. 06-02330, located at 42032 22nd Street West.  Owner:  Steven J. Lewis, a single man.
Annexation No. 06-57, Site Plan Review 05-07, located on the southwest corner of 12th Street West and future Avenue L-14.  Owner:  Robert L. Stephens and Janice L. Stephens, husband and wife as joint tenants.

A) Adopted Resolution No. 06-180, initiating proceedings for the annexation of territories to Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District to be established pursuant to the Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 05-25, 06-37, 06-56, and 06-57.)
B) Adopted Resolution No. 06-181, approving the Engineer's Report and the time and place for Public Hearing, and declaring its intention to annex territories into Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District and to levy and collect assessments pursuant to the Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 05-25, 06-37, 06-56, and 06-57.)


	RESO. NOS. 

06-182 AND 06-183 ANNEX. NOS. 

530; 695; 717; 719 

TO LLMD

CC 16.
	Proposed Annexations to Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District
Annexation No. 530, Permit No. 04-03980, located on the south side of Avenue J-8, between 30th Street East and 35th Street East.  Owner:  Antelope Valley Union High School District, a Public entity duly organized and existing under and by virtue of the constitution and the laws of the State of California.
Annexation No. 695, Permit No. 06-01450, located at 1610 West Avenue L-8.  Owner:  Sergio Perez, a married man as sole and separate property.
Annexation No. 717, Permit No. 06-02330, located at 42032 22nd Street West.  Owner:  Steven J. Lewis, a single man.
Annexation No. 719, Site Plan Review 05-07, located at the southwest corner of 12th Street West and future Avenue L-14.  Owner:  Robert L. Stephens and Janice L. Stephens, husband and wife as joint tenants.


	RESO. NOS. 

06-182 AND 06-183 ANNEX. NOS. 

530; 695; 717; 719 

TO LLMD

CC 16.
(continued)
	A) Adopted Resolution No. 06-182, initiating proceedings for the annexation of territories into Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District, an Assessment district established pursuant to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 530, 695, 717, and 719.)
B) Adopted Resolution No. 06-183, approving the Engineer's Report and the time and place for Public Hearing, and declaring its intention to annex territories into Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District and to levy and collect assessments pursuant to Part 2 of Division 15 of the Streets and Highways Code of the State of California and California Constitution Article XIIID (Annexation Nos. 530, 695, 717, and 719.)


	AGREEMENT WITH LARWIN CO. FOR TRACT NO. 060987

CC 17.
	Approved an agreement with Larwin Company, the developer of Tract No. 060987, to provide needed right-of-way for required street improvements for the tract through condemnation proceedings.


	AGREEMENT WITH CEDAR STREET THEATRE

CC 18.
	Approved the agreement for Use of the Performing Arts Center by Cedar Street Theatre for the 2006-2007 season.



	RESO. NO. 06-184 CONFIRMING DIAGRAMS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR ANNEX. NOS. 

05-25; 06-37; 

06-56; 06-57 

TO LDBAD

PH 1.
	Mayor Hearns opened the public hearing.  The Public Works Director presented the staff report regarding annexations into the Drainage Benefit Assessment District.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the public hearing.  
On a motion by Council Member Jeffra, and seconded by Vice Mayor Sileo, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-184, confirming the diagrams and assessments and ordering the annexation of territories into Lancaster Drainage Benefit Assessment District and levy of assessment (Annexation Nos. 05-25, 06-37, 06-56, and 06-57), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.



	RESO. NO. 06-185 CONFIRMING DIAGRAMS AND ASSESSMENT FOR ANNEX. NOS. 

530; 695; 717; 719 

TO LLMD

PH 2.
	Mayor Hearns opened the public hearing.  The Public Works Director presented the staff report regarding the annexations into the Lighting Maintenance District.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the public hearing.  
On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo, and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 06-185, confirming the diagrams and assessments and ordering the annexation of territories into Lancaster Lighting Maintenance District (Annexation Nos. 530, 695, 717, and 719), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.



	DISCUSSION OF SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING DATES

CA 1.
	Council Member Smith stated that the Governor will be in the Antelope Valley on September 12, 2006 for a special dinner and that date is at the same time as the regular City Council meeting.  A brief discussion took place regarding alternative times; dates.

On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council approved the cancellation of the City Council meeting of September 12, 2006, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.



	BUSINESS LICENSE PROCESS

CA 2.
	Council Member Smith requested that a check-box be incorporated into the business license process whereby employers are only using U.S. Legal Workers within the City of Lancaster.  Council Member Visokey stated that this would be an important step and felt that this would be a good idea.

Council Member Sileo stated that he is in favor of using legals that are either born here or moved here legally and Council is not directing staff to be in the enforcement and immigration business but if it comes to the City’s attention that there are businesses that are breaking the law, this will give the City another tool for revoking their business license.

 Council Member Jeffra stated that it is already law but supported this additional step for the process.  This situation is becoming an increasing problem and the City needs to deal with it.

On a motion by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council approved a process whereby an attachment of a check-box would be added to the business license that states that employers affirm that they will only use U.S. Legal Workers, by the following vote: 

5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.



	CITY MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENT

CITY CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENT


	None
The City Clerk provided the public with the procedure to address the City Council regarding non-agendized items.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

	Addressing the Council at this time:
Ray Chavira – local code enforcement control and inspection of Mobilehome Parks.

Vice Mayor Sileo stated that State Mobilehome Park law is different but supported the idea as Council moves forward with improving neighborhoods and to make sure mobilehome parks do not get left out of the picture.

Mayor Hearns agreed and felt that Council needs to take this on and add this to the list of initiatives to help clean up the city.

David True – Garland Home (Sober Living Home) has helped him; helped him with his independence; self reliance; self ability; viable member of the community.  Requested Councils consideration when it comes to the limitations of these types of facilities.

Williard Thomas – stated that Ms. Kalli Black has helped him; Garland Home has helped him; Garland Home is a good place and has helped a lot of people.

Felix Menchaca – concerned about the relocation of Vallarta Market to Avenue I and 20th St. West.

Priscilla Jackson – concerned with redevelopment of Lancaster; relocated from Louisiana; relocated from Union Rescue Mission – dropped off in a white van at the Lancaster Community Shelter; needs housing; Garland House is important to her and has helped her; Garland House is safe; secure; City should not downsize the Garland House.

Marquita Wilson – Her mother’s dream is to help people who are homeless and being taken advantage of.  She helps all these people; Garland House helps people to find a positive life again.

Bryan Davis – Moved his family to Lancaster for a better life but sees the City going down hill.  City needs to work with the community to come together to find ways to deal with the issues in Lancaster.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)


	Nicholas Sias – Resident of Garland House; relocated from Louisiana; denied assistance through several avenues; Garland House took him in; focus on the positives that Garland House has to offer.

Michael Davies – Turned down for assistance through several agencies; in and out of prison; Ms. Kalli Black and Garland House have helped him; living at Garland House is better than living on the streets; relocated from Van Nuys.

Beverly Williams – supports Ms. Kalli Black and her efforts; resident of Garland House; found her independence; wants Ms. Black to be recognized for working to make lives better; people at Garland House are family.

Rodney Cormier – Manager of Garland House; helps people; Garland House takes people in, feeds them; gives them clothing; plenty of showers and bathroom facilities.

Kalli Black – willing to pay fees; told to come to Council meeting and express concerns; willing to take precautions to comply; issue is not fees, it is helping to feed people; educate and get them back on their feet; told that they would have to downsize to six people.

Yvonne Creed – Mentor at AV College; needed a place to stay – went to Garland House; people need to be helped otherwise they will be damaged.

Jason Smith – Gave a brief background on sober living facilities in Lancaster; last line of defense for many people in need; many people step up to help, their heart is in the right place; misconception and a lot of fear comes from being homeless and even the most minor notice can be blown out of proportion; need to find solutions.

The City Manager stated that the Garland House is an alleged, unlicensed group home.  In being a group home, they can only have two residents per bedroom.  Accusations have been made to the City; Code Enforcement and Housing that there were more than two people per room in that facility.  The City has done a preliminary investigation and has noted that they have not paid their LAN-CAP fees.  That is the only action that has been taken at this point in time.  They have only been cited for failure to register with the LAN-CAP program and pay the fees.  City staff has responded to complaints from neighbors.  There is no indication that the City plans to put these people on the streets; no plans to shut the doors; Ms. Black needs to comply with proper registration in the LAN-CAP program and business licensing requirements.  They are functioning to the best of the City’s knowledge within all other parameters of the rules and regulations of the City.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)

COUNCIL COMMENTS
	Gary Burgess – thanked Council and staff for the presentation on the profile of Targeted Lancaster Neighborhoods; progress is being made; thanked Assistant City Manager Al Holliman for all of his help, it was very much appreciated.
Council Member Smith – stated that recently, he and Vice Mayor Sileo met with Tom Lackey and Steve Knight of the Palmdale City Council and purposed to the Council that they consider a joint meeting with the Palmdale City Council to discuss valley-wide issues.   

Council Member Jeffra – stated that times were changing and the two cities are so closely joined and it is important to come together to discuss like-issues.

The Council was in agreement and directed staff to look into setting up joint meetings in the future with the Palmdale City Council.

Mayor Hearns – stated that he and the City Manager are available to speak to any groups in the City.



	RECESS

CLOSED SESSION

RECONVENE

CITY ATTORNEY ANNOUNCEMENT

ADJOURNMENT
	Mayor Hearns recessed the City Council meeting at 8:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a Closed Session meeting regarding:
G.C. 54957.6 - CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR

LABOR NEGOTIATOR: City Manager
EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION: Teamsters Local 911

Mayor Hearns reconvened the City Council meeting at 8:24 p.m. 

The City Attorney announced that City Council met in Closed Session regarding the aforementioned case and gave direction to staff.
Mayor Hearns adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. and announced the next regular meeting of the City Council would be held on Tuesday, September 26, 2006.  Additionally, Mayor Hearns stated that Council would conduct a Special meeting on August 23, 2006 at 4:30 p.m. for the purpose of receiving a presentation regarding Code Enforcement.
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