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LANCASTER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
February 13, 2007

	
	Mayor Hearns called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.


	ROLL CALL
	Present:

Council Members: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Vice Mayor Sileo, Mayor Hearns

Absent:

None

Staff Members:

City Manager, Assistant City Managers, City Attorney, City Clerk, Planning Director, Public Works Director, Parks, Recreation & Arts Director, Finance Director, Economic Development Director, Housing Director, Human Resources Director



	AGENDA ITEMS TO BE REMOVED


	None

	APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR

	On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council approved the Consent Calendar, by the following vote: 

4-0-1-0; AYES: Jeffra, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: Smith; ABSENT: None.


	CC 1.

ORDINANCE WAIVER


	Waived further reading of any proposed ordinances.  (This permits reading the title only in lieu of reciting the entire text.)



	CC 2.

MINUTES
	A) Approved the Special Meeting Minutes of January 16, 2007.
B) Approved the Special Meeting Minutes (Closed Session) of January 16, 2007.

C) Approved the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 23, 2007.

D) Approved the Special Meeting Minutes of January 29, 2007.



	CC 3.

WARRANT REGISTER


	Approved the Warrant Register (January 7, 2007 through January 27, 2007) in the amount of $16,459,236.03.



	CC 4.

MONTHLY REPORT OF INVESTMENTS


	Accepted and approved the December, 2006 Monthly Report of Investments as submitted.



	CC 5.

ORD. NO. 872 ESTABLISHMENT OF SPEED LIMITS


	Adopted Ordinance No. 872, an ordinance of the City Council of the City of Lancaster, California, to establish speed limits in the City of Lancaster based on the 2006 Engineering and Traffic Survey Report.



	CC 6.

CITY MANAGER’S AGREEMENT


	Approved the Amended and Restated City Manager’s Agreement.



	CC 7.

POLICY REGARDING UTILIZATION OF DIRT


	Approved revised policy on Utilization of Dirt from Drainage Facilities and authorize the Public Works Director, or his designee, to implement policy.


	CC 8.
ACCEPTANCE OF WORK FOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRACT NO. 060857


	Approved and accepted for maintenance the work and materials for the drainage improvements for Drainage Maintenance District (Annexation No. 04-103) installed for Tract No. 060857, located on the northwest corner of 30th Street East and Nugent Street.  Owner:  Frontier Homes, LLC.



	CC 9.

ACCEPTANCE OF WORK FOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRACT NO. 54315
	Approved and accepted for maintenance the work and materials for the drainage improvements for Drainage Maintenance District (Annexation No. 04-125) installed for Tract No. 54315, located on the southwest corner of Newgrove Street and 30th Street East.  Owner:  Avalon Meadows, LLC.



	CC 10.

ACCEPTANCE OF WORK FOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRACT NO. 060948


	Approved and accepted for maintenance the work and materials for the drainage improvements for Drainage Maintenance District (Annexation No. 05-35) installed for Tract No. 060948, located on the northeast corner of Avenue I and 5th Street East.  Owner:  Avalon Meadows, LLC.



	CC 11.

MONUMENTATION WORK FOR TRACT NO. 060044


	Approved the monumentation work for Tract No. 060044, located on the southwest corner of 20th Street East and Avenue I.  Owner:  KB Home Greater Los Angeles, Inc.



	CC 12.

ACCEPTANCE OF SEWERS FOR MAINTENANCE FOR TRACT NOS. 

54315; 060948; 060857
	Approved the developer installed sewers and accepted the sewers for maintenance by the City and for public use for Tract No. 54315, located on the southwest corner of Newgrove Street and 30th Street East.  Owner:  Avalon Meadows, LLC; Tract No. 060948, located on the northeast corner of Avenue I and 5th Street East.  Owner:  Avalon Meadows, LLC; Tract No. 060857, located on the northwest corner of 30th Street East and Nugent Street.  Owner:  Avalon Meadows, LLC.



	CC 13.

RECONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY FOR TRACT NO. 061064


	Approved the Reconveyance of property formerly acquired for a detention basin, identified as Lots 14 and 15 of Tract No. 061064, and authorized the City Manager to execute all necessary documents to complete the transaction.


	CC 14.
AWARD OF BID FOR MULTIPLE FLEET VEHICLES
	Awarded Bid No. 513-07, Multiple Fleet Vehicles to Sierra Toyota for Type I, compact Hybrid vehicles, valid through May 2007; awarded HW Hunter Type II, 5,000 GVRW Pickup Trucks with Extended Cab; awarded HW Hunter 9,200 GVRW Pickup Trucks with Regular and Extended Cabs, for the purchase price amounts shown in the staff report with pricing valid through September 2007.  Authorized staff to add options as necessary per bid price structure to ready trucks for individual department use.



	CC 15.
EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT AGREEMENT; IMPACT FEES; APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS
	1) Approved the Emergency Shelter Grant Agreement and CC&R’S between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and the Community Development Commission of the County of Los Angeles to expand the Lancaster Community Homeless Shelter.

2) Approved the waiving of Development Impact Fees in accordance with the provisions of Section 15.64.210 C of the Lancaster Municipal Code for the construction of thirteen (13) family transitional units at the Lancaster Community Homeless Shelter.

3) Appropriated $1,000,000.00 to Revenue Account No. 261-3305-100 and appropriated $1,000,000.00 to Expenditure Account No. 261-4302-100.



	CC 16.

APPROVAL OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE LANCASTER VETERANS HOME CITIZENS COMMITTEE


	Approved volunteer representatives Hugh Rue and Katherine Sounders to fill two of the current vacancies on the Lancaster Veterans Home Citizens Committee.



	CC 17.

CAFR FOR FY ENDING JUNE 30, 2006


	Accepted the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), and the Management Letter from Lance, Soll & Lunghard, CPAs, for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2006.



	CC 18.

RESO. NO. 07-20 ACCEPTANCE OF IRREVOCABLE OFFER OF DEDICATION


	Adopted Resolution No. 07-20, declaring intention to accept an irrevocable offer of dedication located on Foxton Avenue and declaring the public necessity therefor.



	JPH 1.

RESO. NOS. 

02-07 AND 07-21

AGREEMENT FOR SALE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF AVENUE L AND SIERRA HIGHWAY LOOP
	Mayor/Chairman Hearns opened the Joint Public Hearing.  The Economic Development Director presented the staff report regarding approval of an Agreement for Sale of Real Property by and between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and Frank A. Visco and Sharon S. Visco for property located on the southwest corner of Avenue L and Sierra Highway Loop and approve to quit claim the City of Lancaster’s interest in the property to the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency. There being no further testimony, Mayor/Chairman Hearns closed the Joint Public Hearing.
On a motion by Agency Director Jeffra and seconded by seconded by Agency Director Visokey, the Redevelopment Agency adopted Resolution No. 02-07, approving an “Agreement for the Sale of Real Property” by and between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and Frank A. Visco and Sharon S. Visco for property located at the southwest corner of Avenue L and Sierra Highway Loop, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.
On a motion by Council Member Jeffra and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 07-21, approving an “Agreement for the Sale of Real Property” by and between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and Frank A. Visco and Sharon S. Visco for property located the southwest corner of Avenue L and Sierra Highway Loop, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	JPH 2.

RESO. NOS. 

03-07 AND 07-22

AGREEMENT FOR SALE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF AVENUE L AND SIERRA HIGHWAY LOOP
	Mayor/Chairman Hearns opened the Joint Public Hearing.  The Economic Development Director presented the staff report regarding approval of an Agreement for Sale of Real Property by and between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and Frank A. Visco and Sharon S. Visco for property located on the northwest corner of Avenue L and Sierra Highway Loop. There being no further testimony, Mayor/Chairman Hearns closed the Joint Public Hearing.
On a motion by Agency Director Jeffra and seconded by Vice Chairman Sileo, the Redevelopment Agency adopted Resolution No. 03-07, approving an “Agreement for the Sale of Real Property” by and between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and Frank A. Visco and Sharon S. Visco for property located at the northwest corner of Avenue L and Sierra Highway Loop, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.
On a motion by Vice Mayor Sileo and seconded by Council Member Jeffra, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 07-22, approving an “Agreement for the Sale of Real Property” by and between the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and Frank A. Visco and Sharon S. Visco for property located at the northwest corner of Avenue L and Sierra Highway Loop, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	PH 1.

RESO. NO. 07-23

TEFRA HEARING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF MULTIFAMILY HOUSING REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS
	Mayor Hearns opened the Public Hearing.  The Housing Director presented the staff report regarding the TEFRA Hearing for the Issuance of Multifamily Housing Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 2007A&B in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $13,000,000.00.  There being no further testimony, Mayor Hearns closed the Public Hearing.
On a motion by Council Member Jeffra and seconded by Vice Mayor Sileo, the City Council adopted Resolution No 07-23, approving the issuance by the Lancaster Financing Authority of Multifamily Refunding Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A&B, and making certain determinations relating thereto, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	JNB 1.

RESO. NOS. 

04-07; 07-24; 

07-25; 07-26; 07-27

2006/2007 
MID-YEAR 
BUDGET REVIEW
	The City Manager presented a review of the 2006/2007 Mid-Year Budget which included a recap of the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency and accomplishments.  In Communications the accomplishments included adoption of the Communications Strategic Plan; implementation of CodeRED; promotion of Lancaster Fan Club; website link to the Sheriff’s Department; ability to report crimes anonymously on-line. Significant resources that have been added to Community Safety; decrease of crime rate; Best Practices Initiative; restrictions of parolees; development and expansion programs for Neighborhood Watch; Business Watch.  Additionally, the City Manager detailed other accomplishments in regards to safety, such as revisions to the False Alarm ordinance; implementation of the Graffiti Tracker Program and the hiring of Community Service Officers.   The City has completed the Information Technology Strategic Plan and implemented the on-line Help Desk System.  A flawless election took place in April of 2006 and compared to the 13 other cities that conduct a “Stand Alone” election, the cost of the election for the City of Lancaster was below the average; implementation of the document imaging system.  The City has filled 41 full-time vacancies; completed National Incident Management Systems training; negotiated an MOU with the Teamsters Local 911; created a comprehensive work plan.  Implementation of the new Business License and Parking Citation System has taken place; diversified the City’s Investment Portfolio; conducting a Business License Audit.  Additional accomplishments include: initiated and developed the Amargosa Creek Specific Plan; Wal-Mart expansion and revitalization of Valley Central Commercial Center; State’s Joint Land Use Study on the airspace area.  

Upgrades have taken place to Hull Park; Rawley Duntley Park; enhanced Park Ranger Patrols; creation of the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Cultural Master Plan; new and modified special events.  Further improvements and additions include Radar Speed signs; Red Light Photo Enforcement Program; battery back-up systems for traffic signals; clearance of silt from the Amargosa Creek channel; graffiti removal; clean up of illegal dump areas; concrete restoration projects; street and sidewalk repairs.  The Recycled water program is in progress; Transportation Master Plan is underway.  In Economic Development there are new shopping and dining opportunities; Larwin Development at Foxfield; new hotels; Auto Mall Expansion; Enterprise Zone; Training Programs; City Branding Campaign.  In Housing and Revitalization, continued efforts are taking place in the implementation of the North Downtown Vision Plan; expansion of Code Enforcement operations; implementation of the Rental Inspection and Group Home Programs.  Revenue and Expenditure Adjustments were presented and a presentation of significant reductions in Capital Improvement Projects.



	JNB 1.

RESO. NOS. 

04-07; 07-24; 

07-25; 07-26; 07-27

2006/2007 

MID-YEAR 

BUDGET REVIEW

(continued)
	►  Capital Improvement Program Update
Senior Civil Engineer, Ray Hunt, presented an update regarding the Capital Improvement Program which included but was not limited to budget status; progress that has been made and accomplishments within Parks, Recreation and Arts; Traffic Control; Streets, Trails and Pathways; asphalt resurfacing; pavement rejuvenation; pedestrian access improvements; drainage, flood control and utilities; storm damage repairs; records storage facility completion; Mobile Home Park improvements at Brierwood; completion of Redevelopment projects such as Northeast Gateway Corridor and the Lowtree Neighborhood.  A presentation was also given regarding significant designs currently in progress such as streets, trails and pathways; storm drain improvements in several areas of the City.

Concerns and comments from the City Council included: clarification of the number of sworn personnel currently at the Sheriff’s station compared to a few years ago; how many deputies in training; improvements regarding the technology plan; clarification regarding the burden of costs at the Lancaster University Center; the drop off of development fees; anticipation of drop off in the future regarding development; status of the baseball/softball complex completion; increase within the Community Safety budget; restructuring of fees from the General Fund; staff has done an excellent job with the increase of deputies and safety initiatives.   the number of deputies on the street has not kept up with the population; CSO Program is excellent; Broken Window Philosophy adopted by Chief Bratton used to make New York safer but at the detriment of New Jersey; also being used in Los Angeles but at the detriment of the Antelope Valley.  More deputies are needed on the streets; deputies are still having difficulty in keeping up with the demand of calls; Lancaster is behind the curve; must increase the budget for law enforcement; broken window theory is taking care of small things before they become big things; Code Enforcement helps in the handling of small things and community involvement; deputies are reactive; must eliminate the problems before they occur; must step back and take a look at the big picture – is adding ten more deputies to the streets the solution; more deputies are the highest priority; consideration of cutting the budget elsewhere to allow for additional law enforcement; number of deputies in training; importance of deputies being free to respond to serious calls; send matter back to staff and take a look at all public safety services; work to meld the services together; improvements within code enforcement personnel and the Community Service Officers; not willing to spend any amount of money on intervention until more deputies are on the street; not willing to wait; citizens are moving out; if budget is not approved, what affect does this have on other operations; need to recognize that other departments are going to suffer if projects are cut; all agree that more law enforcement is needed; budget needs to stay on track; look at this matter as a separate issue.



	JNB 1.

RESO. NOS. 

04-07; 07-24; 

07-25; 07-26; 07-27

2006/2007 

MID-YEAR 

BUDGET REVIEW

(continued)
	A motion was made by Council Member Smith and seconded by Mayor Hearns to send the Mid-Year Budget back to staff; look seriously at putting at least ten more deputies on the street and seeing what the City can do to get those deputies out there.

A substitute motion was made by Vice Mayor Sileo to adopt the staff recommendations as they have been presented and if the Council would like to allocate more resources to public safety; that should be looked at, at a separate time, looking at the broader picture.

Captain Carl Deeley answered some questions from Council and stated: there are 31 deputies on training, 5 deputies just completed the training out of the 31.  Currently about 14 deputies short, 7 of those positions would be on the City contract.  Expecting a gain in April or May; a promise has been made by Sheriff Baca to fill all the City vacancies by the end of the Fiscal Year.  Not getting the full effect of those deputies until they have completed their 6 month training program.  

Deputies are being mixed in their routines and being placed at different areas of the City.  This is not as effective as keeping deputies in the same location day after day so they can get to know their surroundings and the citizens.  Deputies are very busy and are tied up with radio calls but it has changed dramatically since October.  Cannot give statistics at this time since the City has not had the full group of deputies to work with. Captain Deeley summarized the duties of the Tactical Operations Team (TOT).  They have already taken down serial robbers and burglars; decreased car thefts; it is targeted policing in conjunction with the patrols and with the LAN-CAP Teams.  
The City Manager presented budget figures regarding sworn personnel; more clerical support and more detectives.  Criminals have to be stopped; they are being released.  Money needs to be spent on prevention and intervention and there will be ample opportunity to explore this in greater detail as the City gets this Best Practices Plan in motion.  The issue is not one dimensional in terms of law enforcement.  It is protecting neighborhoods through citizen involvement; creating safe places for people to live; strong neighborhoods initiative which includes law enforcement; fire code; animal control; code enforcement; public health code; dealing with Section 8; dealing with other County programs; parole and probation; working with the District Attorney’s office on gang issues; inability of processes cases through courts because of inadequate court room space.  It is a multi-dimensional issue and the City must be very careful how they apply their resources.  Explained the impact/non-impact on projects if the Mid-year report is returned to staff; suggested the addition of more law enforcement take place in the new Fiscal Year budget; suggested that Council select a day in the future to review services that could be discontinued in order to fund law enforcement.


	JNB 1.

RESO. NOS. 

04-07; 07-24; 

07-25; 07-26; 07-27

2006/2007 

MID-YEAR 

BUDGET REVIEW

(continued)
	The Finance Director gave a brief summary regarding funding and fees that were recently adopted.  Council agreed to not address the street sweeping issue when the fees were adopted.  Those fees would have generated $770,000.00 and there has been a slow down in building which affects the amount of revenue generated by additional fees.  In addition, the fees within the Rental Housing Program changed and this also affects the funding.  Capital Improvement Projects are listed under recommendation “A” on the City Council side.

Council Member Smith amended his motion and it was seconded by Mayor Hearns to pass Agency Recommendations A and B and Council Recommendations B and C and continue City Council Recommendations A; D; E and direct staff to return with these items in 30 days along with solutions to putting additional deputies on the streets of Lancaster and any other additional improvements within law enforcement.

On a motion by Agency Director Smith and seconded by Chairman Hearns, the Redevelopment Agency adopted the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency’s proposed Fiscal Year 2006/07 Mid-Year Budget Adjustment as shown on the attachments and adopted Resolution No. 04-07, establishing the terms and conditions and accepting the execution of a promissory note in favor of the City of Lancaster for the distribution of funds to the revolving fund of the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency pursuant to the implementation of the Mid- Year 2006-07 budget, by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.

The City Manager stated that staff will come back within 30 days with options, however to come back in 30 days with $2.5 million additional operating expense in the law enforcement budget and realigning the operating budget, it will only be a knee-jerk response and this is not what Council will appreciate receiving.  In several months, an all-day workshop can be put in place; go into this with eyes wide open and a high sense of comfort and knowing what the impact of those decisions will be.  It will be wasted effort to receive data in 30 days, not being pleased with that data and sending staff back again for further research.  

Council comments:  30 days is sufficient time to figure out funding sources and how to add ten more deputies to the streets; not willing to wait; staff is talented enough to figure this out; don’t care what has to be cut, it has to be done.


	JNB 1.

RESO. NOS. 

04-07; 07-24; 

07-25; 07-26; 07-27

2006/2007 

MID-YEAR 

BUDGET REVIEW

(continued)
	Council requested that Recommendation “A” be continued for 30 days.

A) City of Lancaster’s proposed Fiscal Year 2006/07 Mid-Year Budget Adjustments, Transfer In/Out Adjustments, and City Capital Improvement Program Adjustments.

On a motion by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council adopted the following recommendations by the following vote: 4-1-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Hearns; NOES: Sileo; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.

B)  Adopted Resolution No. 07-24, establishing the terms and conditions and approving the execution of a promissory note in favor of the City of Lancaster for the distribution of funds to the revolving fund of the Lancaster Redevelopment Agency pursuant to the implementation of the Mid- Year 2006-07 budget.

C)  Adopted Resolution No. 07-25, establishing the terms and conditions and approving the execution of a promissory note in favor of the City of Lancaster General Fund for the distribution of funds to the Sewer Maintenance District pursuant to the implementation of the 2006-07 Mid-Year Budget.
The City Manager advised Council to adopt Council Recommendations D and E, as these two items do not have any financial impact to the General Fund budget.
On a motion by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council adopted the following recommendations by the following vote: 4-1-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo; NOES: Hearns; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.

D)  Adopted Resolution No. 07-26, establishing the various classifications of employees of the City of Lancaster.

E)  Adopted Resolution No. 07-27, amending Resolution No. 06-231 establishing a compensation schedule for the various classifications.


	NB 1.

RESO. NO. 07-16

CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS FOR PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF AVENUE J AND 

52ND STREET WEST
	The Public Works Director stated that no action was necessary to be taken on this matter; therefore the item was removed from the agenda.
Condemnation proceedings for property located on the southwest corner of Avenue J and 52nd  Street West, identified as APN 3203-015-071, (portions thereof) – Located on 53rd Street West. Copper Moon Lane, and 52nd Street West.  Owner:  Chong Ung Kim, subject to community interest of the spouse, if any. (Tract No. 060987)
Resolution No. 07-16, directing and authorizing the condemnation of certain real property in the City of Lancaster, California and declaring the public necessity therefor (APN 3203-015-071; portions thereof.)  


	NB 2.

RESO. NO. 07-28 CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 

5TH STREET EAST AND AVENUE H-6
	The Public Works Director presented the staff report regarding the Condemnation proceedings for Tract No. 54199-01 located at 5th Street East and Avenue H-6, identified as, APN 3176-002-042; (portions thereof), located on the northwest corner of 5th Street East and Avenue H-6  Owner:  Vicki Weinstein, Sandy Milmeister and Eman Gobran. (Tract No. 54199-01)
On a motion by Council Member Jeffra and seconded by Council Member Visokey, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 07-28, directing and authorizing the condemnation of certain real property in the City of Lancaster, California and declaring the public necessity therefor (APN 3176-002-042; portions thereof), by the following vote: 5-0-0-0; AYES: Jeffra, Smith, Visokey, Sileo, Hearns; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.


	CA 1.

APPOINTEES TO THE FRIENDS OF EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE COALITION 
	Council Member Smith requested consideration of appointing one or two members to the “Friends of Edwards Air Force Base” – A Coalition of Organizations, Groups and Entities that support Edwards Air Force Base.

The City Council appointed Council Member Smith to represent the City of Lancaster.  The vote was unanimous. 



	CITY MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENT

CITY CLERK ANNOUNCEMENT


	None
The City Clerk provided the public with the procedure to address the City Council regarding non-agendized items.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED
	Addressing the City Council at this time:
Mike Roberts – Prop A Funding/Quimby Funding – Importance of having a park site on the west side of Lancaster and the importance of additional law enforcement.

Craig Ronan – Owner of a small contracting business; concerned with Section 8 housing – it is causing good neighbors to move; neighbors are being threatened when crimes are reported; absentee landlords of Section 8 homes.

Faith Celebron – Harassment by neighbors; Sheriff’s Department; Code Enforcement; defending her property on Quail Run Way.

The City Manager stated that this is a Civil Suit matter and they will need to seek legal counsel.  Staff has looked into the concerns and this citizen is in compliance with all codes.  Staff will discuss this further with Ms. Celebron after the meeting.

Laurence Arvidson – Defended Ms. Celebron and her property on Quail Run Way.

Mary Denning – Defended Ms. Celebron and her property on Quail Run Way.

George Atkinson – Local resident and businessman; importance of bringing back developers to the City; all agencies need to meet for the betterment of the community.

The City Manager stated that he engaged the services of the former Assistant City Manager to do some review of the City’s development processes. The information has been shared with a residential developer and a commercial developer and comments have been received and one of those developers is Mr. Atkinson.  This assignment has been turned over to the new Assistant City Manager, Mr. Busch to work with the development community; Public Works Department; Planning Department and any other City operations that impact development.  Staff will look at ways to improve service and provide a higher level of precision in quickness; response and accuracy in soliciting the cooperation of the BIA which represents all developers in the valley. 

Mayor Hearns requested an update on this matter on a weekly basis be given to him.



	PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR NON-AGENDIZED

(continued)
	Bruce Hatchet – Permits for Wind Power are too costly; City needs to consider Wind Power – absolutely important to the future of the community.

Sherry Marquez – Commended the City’s efforts in crime prevention and the increase of law enforcement; concerned about State Prisons providing Mental Health Clinics; good citizens are leaving the area; good citizens are purchasing hand guns.

The City Manager stated that he recently had a conversation with Senator Runner and his Chief of Staff to discuss this issue.   It is an issue that is State wide and prisons are being expanded in one way or another.  The Governor has committed to this; the prison will be adding a number of beds.  This will be determined after the EIR is completed and the City is receiving input.  Staff will work with the other communities who have prisons in applying appropriate pressure on State Departments and elected officials.

Council requested that staff return in two weeks with a Resolution of Opposition to the prison expanding the mental health services.  



	COUNCIL COMMENTS
	None


	RECESS

CLOSED SESSION

RECONVENE

ANNOUNCEMENT
	Mayor Hearns recessed the meeting at 9:42 p.m. for the purpose of conducting a Closed Session meeting regarding:

G.C. Section 54956.9(a) – 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION  
· Lancaster v. Rogier, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 348793

G.C. Section 54956.8 –

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR – NEGOTIATIONS WILL INCLUDE BOTH PRICE AND TERMS

· Property:  Public Easements in the Amargosa Creek Specific Plan Area

 PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR: City Manager     
Mayor Hearns reconvened the meeting at 10:22 p.m.
The City Attorney announced that Council met in Closed Session regarding the aforementioned matters; gave instructions to the City Attorney regarding the potential settlement of Lancaster v. Rogier, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 348793 and gave direction to staff regarding negotiations on Public Easements in the Amargosa Creek Specific Plan Area.



	ADJOURNMENT
	Mayor Hearns adjourned the meeting at 10:23 p.m. and announced the next regular meeting of the City Council would be held on Tuesday, February 27, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  

ATTEST:                                                 APPROVED:

_____________________________      ___________________________

GERI K. BRYAN, CMC                         HENRY W. HEARNS
City Clerk                                                Mayor

City of Lancaster                                     City of Lancaster
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
)  ss

CITY OF LANCASTER

)

CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL
I, __________________________, ______________________________ of the City of Lancaster, CA, do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original City Council Minutes, for which the original is on file in my office.

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, on this _________ day of ________________, ________.

(seal)
___________________________________














- 14 -

