RESOLUTION NO. 08-86

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA
SUPPORTING THE SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS
ACT; STOP GANG, GUN AND STREET CRIME

WHEREAS, government has no higher purpose or more challenging mandate than the
protection of our families and our neighborhoods from crime; and

WHEREAS, despite limited resources and lack of a comprehensive statewide plan to
address criminal activity, California’s law enforcement community has done a remarkable job of
suppressing crime in recent years; and

WHEREAS, while between 1999 and 2006 the national homicide rate declined, our
state’s murder rate increased, accounting for almost 500 more deaths per year and propelling
California from 19" to 10" worst among the states. During the same period of time California
vehicle thefts increased by over 40% totaling more than Texas, Florida, New York and
Pennsylvania combined; and

WHEREAS, street gangs are largely responsible for increases in California homicides in
recent years; and

WHEREAS, the proliferation of methamphetamine has created a multitude of crime
problems driving recent increases in vehicle and identity theft; and

WHEREAS, statewide leadership is necessary to link local enforcement agencies through
statewide networks that share information on gangs, sex offenders, stolen vehicles, DNA profiles
and criminal histories; and

WHEREAS, the Safe Neighborhoods Act is a comprehensive criminal penalty and the
public safety funding initiative that targets criminal street gangs, felons with guns and drug
dealers with focused penalties and provides sustainable funding to our local police, sheriffs and
prosecutors. It also increases public accountability for gang intervention and prevention
programs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Lancaster,
California does hereby support the initiative effort to allow the People of the State of California
to achieve a more balanced and sustainable statewide public safety plan by enacting the “Safe
Neighborhoods Act: Stop Gang, Gun and Street Crime.”
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PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this day of , 2008, by the
following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

ATTEST: APPROVED:

GERI K. BRYAN, CMC R. REX PARRIS
City Clerk Mayor
City of Lancaster City of Lancaster

STATE OF CALIFORNIA }
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES }ss
CITY OF LANCASTER }

CERTIFICATION OF RESOLUTION
CITY COUNCIL

I, : City of Lancaster, CA, do
hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution No. 08-86, for which
the original is on file in my office.

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, on this
day of ,

(seal)
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SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS ACT:

STOP Gang, Gun and Street Crime
SUMMARY
The Safe Neighborhoods Act is a comprehensive criminal penalty and public safety funding
initiative that targets criminal street gangs, felons with guns and drug dealers with focused
penalties and provides sustainable funding to our local police, sheriff’s and prosecutors. It also
increases public accountability for gang intervention and prevention programs.

Public Accountability:

> Creates an early intervention accountability commission to evaluate early intervention
and rehabilitation programs for gangs to emphasize what programs are effectively
spending public funds and what programs are wasting tax dollars so that they can be
eliminated. Taxpayers deserve this type of accountability.

Dangerous lllegal Immigrants:
> Prohibits illegal immigrants, who are arrested for violent felonies or gang crimes, from
being released on bail or on their own recognizance without a judicial hearing.

Criminal Penalties on Gangs:

> Imposes a 10-year penalty increase on gang offenders who commit violent felonies.

> Requires convicted gang offenders to register with local law enforcement each year for
five years following conviction or their release from custody.

> Increases penalties for possession, possession for sale and sale of methamphetamine to
the same level as cocaine.

> Streamlines the civil gang injunction process and increases penalties for violations.

> Increases penalties for multiple acts of gang-related graffiti.

> Requires that gang offenders previously convicted of car theft or joy riding be subject to
a felony penalty for any subsequent car theft or joy riding offense.

| 2 Enhances penalties for individuals providing contraband to gang members in prison.

Section 8 Housing Compliance:

| 2 The Safe Neighborhoods Act ensures that anyone receiving public housing benefits
(Section 8) who is caught buying or selling drugs, who is involved in gang activity, or
illegally in possession of firearms will lose their public housing benefits. It requires an
annual criminal background check as a condition of housing benefits.

Intervention and Rehabilitation
> The measure provides funding for local law enforcement-run after school programs.
> Creates a mentoring and job training program to help parolees succeed upon release.

Committee To Take Back Our Neighborhoods, generously supported by Dr. Henry T. Nicolas, Larry Rasmussen,
Senator George Runner and a coalition of Law Enforcement
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SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS ACT:
STOP Gang, Gun and Street Crime

Criminal Penalties for lllegal Guns:

>

>

>

Strengthens the 10-20-Life law to penalize not only offenders who personally use
firearms in the commission of certain felonies but their accomplices as well.

Goes after cop-killers by adding 10 years to dangerous felons who carry loaded or
concealed firearms in public.

Adopts “Use a gun and lose a car” — when a car is used in crime, a gun is in the car and
the registered owner is involved.

Victim Protection:

>

>

Protects children from gang predators by increasing penalties for gang recruitment of
juveniles.

Authorizes admission of sworn statements by witnesses to gang crimes who die or are
unavailable to testify at the time of prosecution because of flight or intimidation.

Protects victims by strengthening the Department of Justice Witness Protection Program.
Establishes statewide reimbursement program for information leading to arrest or
conviction of criminal offenders.

Creates a victim services website.

Community Policing:

>

>
>

The Safe Neighborhoods Act provides the programs and resources essential to
community-based policing.

Expands the Neighborhood Watch programs statewide.

Informs and involves citizens in public safety through multi-media education.

Safe Neighborhood Public Safety Funding:

>
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Provides funding for GPS tracking equipment for monitoring gang offenders, sex
offenders and violent offenders.

Adds resources to violent gang prosecution programs at the local level.

Funding for county sheriffs for jails and gang enforcement.

Enhanced city police enforcement targeting gangs and violent crime.

Multi-agency gang taskforces and gang enforcement training for peace officers.
Resources to county probation agencies targeting high-risk probationers with weapons
and caseload ratios.

Multi-agency narcotic taskforces with an emphasis on border interdiction.

For more information visit: www.safeneighborhoodsact.com

Committee To Take Back Our Neighborhoods, generously supported by Dr. Henry T. Nicolas, Larry Rasmussen,
Senator George Runner and a coalition of Law Enforcement
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