
ORDINANCE NO. 921 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LANCASTER, REPEALING AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

17.04.240, 17.08.050, 17.12.050, 17.12.060, 17.16.050, 17.20.180, 

AND 17.20.190 OF TITLE 17 OF THE LANCASTER MUNICIPAL 

CODE, TO REGULATE THE USE OF CARGO CONTAINERS 

 

 

 WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Lancaster finds and declares its substantial 

interest in promoting uses of property in the City that are compatible with the character of  

surrounding properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Council further finds and declares that the use of cargo containers as 

permanent accessory structures or for permanent or long-term storage is detrimental to the 

appearance of residential and other zones in the City; and  

  

 WHEREAS the City Council believes that an effective way to minimize the detrimental 

effect of the presence of cargo containers is to develop regulations for their use; 

 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA, DOES 

HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 

SECTION 1.  Section 17.04.240 of Chapter 17.04 (“General Provisions”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby amended by adding the following:  

 

17.04.240 Definitions. 

“Cargo container” means and includes, without limitation, a  

pre-manufactured, assembled reusable structure, typically made of metal but which can 

be made of other materials, that is delivered to a property in the City for use by an owner, 

occupant or licensed contractor as storage for construction materials and equipment, 

household items or other personal property. “Cargo container” includes, without 

limitation, vessels designed for packing, shipping or transportation of freight, articles, 

goods or commodities, and includes containers that are designed for and capable of being 

moved by railcar, motor vehicle, or ship. “Cargo container” does not include a storage 

shed or other structure that is or may be assembled at a property. 

 

 

SECTION 2.  Section 17.08.050(A)(3) of Chapter 17.08 (“Residential Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not 

affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance. A new Section 17.08.050(A)(3) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

added as follows: 
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[17.08.050 Accessory and temporary uses. 

(A) The following uses are considered as accessory uses to the permitted uses in the residential 

zones except where specific references limiting certain uses to a specific zone are made:] 

 

(3) Accessory buildings or structures customarily used in conjunction with permitted uses, 

such as antennae, storage sheds, ground-mounted satellite dish, etc., shall be located 

only to the rear of the main building, and shall be not closer than 5 feet to any property 

line nor on any utility or flood control easement. (See Section 17.08.180.) 

 

a. Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, cargo containers shall not be used as 

accessory buildings or structures, and shall not be placed, maintained or used on 

private real property at any time except as permitted in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in Section 17.08.050(B). 

 

  This provision does not apply to the following real property: 

 

(i) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a public agency 

or entity; 

(ii) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a nonpublic or 

private school. For purposes of this subsection, “nonpublic school” means 

a private, nonsectarian school that enrolls individuals with exceptional 

needs pursuant to an individualized education program and is certified by 

the California Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, 

“private school” means a full-time day school that provides instruction in 

the several branches of study required to be taught in the public schools of 

the state, by persons capable of teaching, and that files an annual private 

school affidavit as required by the California Department of Education. 

For purposes of this subsection, “private school” does not include a school 

that provides instruction in a building used for residential purposes. A 

nonpublic or private school is not exempt unless it is operating in 

conformity with all pertinent land use and technical code regulations. 

 

b. Cargo containers may be used as accessory buildings or structures in the RR-2.5 

and RR-1 zones, subject to the following: 

(i) Containers shall be located only to the rear of the main building, in which 

a permissible use is occurring; 

(ii) Containers shall only be used for incidental uses that are permissible in the 

zone; 

(iii) Containers shall not be used for commercial purposes or in conjunction 

with commercial activities; 

(iv) Containers shall not be closer than 50 feet to any property line; 

(v) Containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure; 

(vi) Containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any 

parking spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way; 
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(vii) Containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason; 

(viii) Containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a 

power source; 

(ix) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as 

defined by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, 

or under a cargo container at any time; 

(x) Containers shall require a container permit. The number and location of 

cargo containers used as accessory buildings or structures in the RR-2.5 

and RR-1 zones shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization, 

or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such approval, compliance 

with all conditions of approval, and payment of a container permit fee in 

an amount established by City Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 

 

SECTION 3. Section 17.08.050(B) of Chapter 17.08 (“Residential Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not 

affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance. A new Section 17.08.050(B) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

[17.08.050  Accessory and temporary uses. 

(B)  The following uses are considered as temporary uses in the residential zones:] 

   

(1) The placement and use of a temporary office in conjunction with a construction or 

development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. A temporary 

office shall be placed on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property 

adjoining the construction or development site with the written consent of the property 

owner. The placement of a temporary office shall not occur until the building permit is 

obtained. The temporary office shall be removed within 30 days after the permit is 

expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

 (2) Storage of materials and construction equipment used in construction or maintenance of 

streets and highways, sewers, storm drain, underground conduits, flood control works, 

pipelines and similar uses, for a period not to exceed one year. 

 

(3) (a) Storage of building materials, machinery and equipment used in conjunction with 

a construction or development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. 

Storage shall be on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property adjoining 

the construction or development site with the written consent of the property owner. 

Storage shall not occur until the building permit is obtained. Storage shall be removed 

within 30 calendar days after the permit is expired, revoked, or finalized. 
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 (b)   Cargo containers may be used for the temporary construction storage described in 

(a) of this subsection. A cargo container approved pursuant to this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for 

temporary construction storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Building Official and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Application for approval of cargo 

containers for temporary construction storage shall be made on a city-approved form and 

shall indicate the number of the building permit obtained for the construction or 

development project for which the temporary construction storage is requested, the size 

of each cargo container, the proposed location of each container on the property, and the 

date on which each container shall be placed on the property.  

 

(c)  The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary construction 

storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active.  An active building 

permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo containers 

used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property within thirty 

calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building permit. 

 

(d)   Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(e)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall conform to the 

following standards: 

 (i) Cargo containers shall be set back a minimum of five feet from any property 

line and a minimum of ten feet from any structure. 

 (ii) Cargo containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

 (iii) Cargo containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any parking 

spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way. 

 (iv) Cargo containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

 (v) Cargo containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a power source.   

 (vi) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as defined 

by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, or under a cargo 

container at any time. 

 

(4) (a)   Cargo containers may be used for temporary storage of household materials, 

including but not limited to furniture, appliances, household electronics, clothing and 

other items of personal property, when a structure is undergoing rehabilitation, repair, 

remodeling, alteration or other construction work under an active building permit. 

 

(b) The number and location of cargo containers used for temporary household 

storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Building Official 

and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly 
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authorized representatives. A cargo container approved under this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. Application for approval of cargo containers for temporary 

household storage shall be made on a city-approved form and shall indicate the number 

of the building permit obtained for the repair, remodeling, alteration or other work for 

which the temporary household storage is requested, the size of each cargo container, the 

proposed location of each container on the property, and the date on which each container 

shall be placed on the property. 

 

(c) The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary 

household storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active.  An active 

building permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo 

containers used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property 

within thirty calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building 

permit. 

 

(d)   Cargo containers used for temporary household storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet in height, and sixteen feet in length. 

 

(e)  Cargo containers used for temporary household storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.08.050(B)(3)(e). 

 

(5) (a)   Cargo containers may be used for emergency storage of household materials, 

including but not limited to furniture, appliances, household electronics, clothing and 

other items of personal property, when a structure becomes uninhabitable due to fire, 

flood, earthquake, vandalism, or other such act against the structure. 

 

 (b) Cargo containers used for emergency household storage shall require a container 

permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for emergency household 

storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Directors of 

Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization, or their duly authorized 

representatives. Upon such approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount 

established by City Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (c) Cargo containers may be used for emergency household storage for a period not 

to exceed fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar 

days upon the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization. 

 

(d)   Cargo containers used for emergency household storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet in height, and sixteen feet in length. 

 

(e)  Cargo containers used for emergency household storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.08.050(B)(3)(e). 

 

(6) (a) Cargo containers may be used for the storage of household materials, including 

but not limited to furniture, appliances, household electronics, clothing, and other items 
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of personal property, in conjunction with relocation to or from a property or in 

preparation for storage of the household materials at a storage facility.  

 

 (b) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for relocation storage shall be subject to the 

review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization, or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 

approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

(c)  Cargo containers may be used for relocation storage for a period not to exceed 

fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar days upon 

the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization. 

 

(d)   Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall not exceed eight feet in width, 

eight feet in height, and sixteen feet in length. 

 

(e)  Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall conform to the standards set 

forth in Section 17.08.050(B)(3)(e), except as provided in (f) of this subsection. 

  

(f)   Cargo containers used for relocation storage may be placed on driveways.  

 

 

SECTION 4.  Section 17.08.050(C) of Chapter 17.08 (“Residential Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(C) Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in Section 17.08.050(B) and otherwise complies with all 

regulations pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.08.050(A)(4) of this code. 

 

This subsection does not apply to cargo containers that are present on real property 

located in RR-2.5 and RR-1 zones, provided they are brought into conformance with the 

requirements of Section 17.08.050(A)(3)(b). 

 

 

SECTION 5. Section 17.12.050(A) of Chapter 17.12 (“Commercial Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not 

affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective date of this 
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ordinance. A new Section 17.12.050(A) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

[17.12.050 Accessory uses. 

The following uses are considered as accessory uses to the permitted uses in the C zone:] 

 

(A) Accessory buildings and structures customarily used in conjunction therewith. 

 

 Cargo containers shall not be used as accessory buildings or structures, and shall not be 

placed on private real property at any time except as permitted in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in Section 17.12.060. 

 

(1) This subsection does not apply to the following real property: 

 

(a) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a public 

agency or entity; 

(b) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a 

nonpublic or private school. For purposes of this subsection, 

“nonpublic school” means a private, nonsectarian school that 

enrolls individuals with exceptional needs pursuant to an 

individualized education program and is certified by the California 

Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, “private 

school” means a full-time day school that provides instruction in 

the several branches of study required to be taught in the public 

schools of the state, by persons capable of teaching, and that files 

an annual private school affidavit as required by the California 

Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, “private 

school” does not include a school that provides instruction in a 

building used for residential purposes. A nonpublic or private 

school is not exempt unless it is operating in conformity with all 

pertinent land use and technical code regulations. 

 

 

SECTION 6. Section 17.12.050(I) of Chapter 17.12 (“Commercial Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(I) Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in Section 17.12.060 and otherwise complies with all regulations 

pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.12.050(A) of this code. 
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SECTION 7. Section 17.12.060 of Chapter 17.12 (“Commercial Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not 

affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance. A new Section 17.12.060 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added 

as follows:  

 

17.12.060  Temporary uses. 

The following are considered as temporary uses in the C zone: 

 

(A) The placement and use of a temporary office in conjunction with a construction or 

development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. A temporary 

office shall be placed on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property 

adjoining the construction or development site with the written consent of the property 

owner. The placement of a temporary office shall not occur until the building permit is 

obtained. The temporary office shall be removed within 30 days after the permit is 

expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

(B) Use of commercial coaches as temporary offices subject to the provisions of Article X of 

Chapter 17.40 and this zone. 

 

(C) (1) Storage of building materials, machinery and equipment used in conjunction with 

a construction or development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. 

Storage shall be on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property adjoining 

the construction or development site with the written consent of the property owner. 

Storage shall not occur until the building permit is obtained. Storage shall be removed 

within 30 days after the permit is expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

 (2) Cargo containers may be used for the temporary construction storage described in 

(1) of this subsection. A cargo container approved pursuant to this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for 

temporary construction storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Building Official and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Application for approval of cargo 

containers for temporary construction storage shall be made on a city-approved form and 

shall indicate the number of the building permit obtained for the construction or 

development project for which the temporary construction storage is requested, the size 

of each cargo container, the proposed location of each container on the property, and the 

date on which each container shall be placed on the property.  

 

(3)  The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary construction 

storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active.  An active building 

permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo containers 

used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property within thirty 

calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building permit. 
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(4)   Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(5)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall conform to the 

following standards: 

 (a) Cargo containers shall be set back a minimum of five feet from any property 

line and a minimum of ten feet from any structure. 

 (b) Cargo containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

 (c) Cargo containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any parking 

spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way. 

 (d) Cargo containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

 (e) Cargo containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a power source.   

 (f) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as defined 

by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, or under a cargo 

container at any time. 

 

(D) (1)   Cargo containers may be used for temporary storage of items related to the use of 

commercial-zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure is 

undergoing rehabilitation, repair, remodeling, alteration or other construction work under 

an active building permit. 

 

(2) The number and location of cargo containers used for temporary commercial 

storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Building Official 

and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly 

authorized representatives.  A cargo container approved under this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. Application for approval of cargo containers for temporary 

commercial storage shall be made on a city-approved form and shall indicate the number 

of the building permit obtained for the repair, remodeling, alteration or other work for 

which the temporary commercial storage is requested, the size of each cargo container, 

the proposed location of each container on the property, and the date on which each 

container shall be placed on the property. 

 

(3) The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary 

commercial storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active. An active 

building permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo 

containers used for temporary commercial storage shall be removed from the property 

within thirty calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building 

permit. 
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(4)   Cargo containers used for temporary commercial storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(5)  Cargo containers used for temporary commercial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.12.060(C)(5). 

 

(E) (1)   Cargo containers may be used for emergency storage of items related to the use of 

commercial-zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure becomes 

uninhabitable due to fire, flood, earthquake, vandalism, or other such act against the 

structure. 

 

 (2) Cargo containers used for emergency storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall be 

subject to the review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing 

& Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 

approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (3) Cargo containers may be used for emergency commercial storage for a period not 

to exceed fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar 

days upon the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization. 

 

 (4) Cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (5) Cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.12.060(C)(5). 

 

(F) (1)  Cargo containers may be used for storage of items related to the use of commercial-

zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office furniture, office 

supplies, office equipment and other items, in conjunction with relocation to or from a 

property or in preparation for storage of such items at a storage facility.  

 

 (2) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for relocation storage shall be subject to the 

review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 

approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (3) Cargo containers may be used for relocation storage for a period not to exceed 

fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar days upon 

the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization. 
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 (4) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall not exceed eight feet in width, 

eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (5) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall conform to the standards set 

forth in Section 17.12.060(C)(5), except as provided in (6) of this subsection. 

 

(6)   Cargo containers used for relocation storage may be placed in parking lots so long 

as no more than 10% of the provided parking spaces are used for this purpose.  

 

(G) Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in this Section and otherwise complies with all regulations 

pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.12.050(A) of this code. 

 

 

SECTION 8. Section 17.12.740(A) of Article VI (“Office Professional Zone”) of Chapter 17.12 

(“Commercial Zones”) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, 

however, that such repeal shall not affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior 

to the effective date of this ordinance. A new Section 17.12.740(A) of Title 17 of the Lancaster 

Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

[17.12.740 Accessory and temporary uses] 

 

(A) The following uses are considered as accessory uses to the permitted uses in the OP 

zone: 

 

(1) Accessory buildings and structures customarily used in conjunction therewith. 

 

Cargo containers shall not be used as accessory buildings or structures, and shall 

not be placed on private real property at any time except as permitted in 

conjunction with temporary uses allowed in Section 17.12.740(B). 

 

(a) This subsection does not apply to the following real property: 

 

(i) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a public 

agency or entity; 

(ii) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a 

nonpublic or private school. For purposes of this subsection, 

“nonpublic school” means a private, nonsectarian school that 

enrolls individuals with exceptional needs pursuant to an 
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individualized education program and is certified by the California 

Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, “private 

school” means a full-time day school that provides instruction in 

the several branches of study required to be taught in the public 

schools of the state, by persons capable of teaching, and that files 

an annual private school affidavit as required by the California 

Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, “private 

school” does not include a school that provides instruction in a 

building used for residential purposes. A nonpublic or private 

school is not exempt unless it is operating in conformity with all 

pertinent land use and technical code regulations. 

 

 

SECTION 9. Section 17.12.740(B) of Article VI (“Office Professional Zone”) of Chapter 17.12 

(“Commercial Zones”) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, 

however, that such repeal shall not affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior 

to the effective date of this ordinance. A new Section 17.12.740(B) of Title 17 of the Lancaster 

Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

[17.12.740 Accessory and temporary uses] 

 

(B) The following uses are considered as temporary uses in the OP zone: 

 

(1) The placement and use of a temporary office in conjunction with a construction or 

development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. A temporary 

office shall be placed on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property 

adjoining the construction or development site with the written consent of the property 

owner. The placement of a temporary office shall not occur until the building permit is 

obtained. The temporary office shall be removed within 30 days after the permit is 

expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

(2) Storage of building materials, machinery and equipment used in conjunction with a 

construction or development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. 

Storage shall be on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property adjoining 

the construction or development site with the written consent of the property owner. 

Storage shall not occur until the building permit is obtained. Storage shall be removed 

within 30 days after the permit is expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

(3) (a) Cargo containers may be used for the temporary construction storage described in 

(2) of this subsection. A cargo container approved pursuant to this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for 

temporary construction storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Building Official and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Application for approval of cargo 

containers for temporary construction storage shall be made on a city-approved form and 

shall indicate the number of the building permit obtained for the construction or 
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development project for which the temporary construction storage is requested, the size 

of each cargo container, the proposed location of each container on the property, and the 

date on which each container shall be placed on the property.  

 

(b)  The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary construction 

storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active.  An active building 

permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo containers 

used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property within thirty 

calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building permit. 

 

(c)   Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(d)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall conform to the 

following standards: 

 (i) Cargo containers shall be set back a minimum of five feet from any property 

line and a minimum of ten feet from any structure. 

 (ii) Cargo containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

 (iii) Cargo containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any parking 

spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way. 

 (iv) Cargo containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

 (v) Cargo containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a power source.   

 (vi) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as defined 

by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, or under a cargo 

container at any time. 

 

(4) (a)   Cargo containers may be used for temporary storage of items related to the use of 

commercial-zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure is 

undergoing rehabilitation, repair, remodeling, alteration or other construction work under 

an active building permit. 

 

(b) The number and location of cargo containers used for temporary commercial 

storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Building Official 

and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly 

authorized representatives.  A cargo container approved under this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. Application for approval of cargo containers for temporary 

commercial storage shall be made on a city-approved form and shall indicate the number 

of the building permit obtained for the repair, remodeling, alteration or other work for 

which the temporary commercial storage is requested, the size of each cargo container, 

the proposed location of each container on the property, and the date on which each 

container shall be placed on the property. 
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(c) The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary 

commercial storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active. An active 

building permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo 

containers used for temporary commercial storage shall be removed from the property 

within thirty calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building 

permit. 

 

(d)   Cargo containers used for temporary commercial storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(e)  Cargo containers used for temporary commercial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.12.740(B)(3)(d). 

 

(5) (a)   Cargo containers may be used for emergency storage of items related to the use of 

commercial-zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure becomes 

uninhabitable due to fire, flood, earthquake, vandalism, or other such act against the 

structure. 

 

 (b) Cargo containers used for emergency storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall be 

subject to the review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing 

& Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 

approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (c) Cargo containers may be used for emergency commercial storage for a period not 

to exceed fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar 

days upon the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization. 

 

 (d) Cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (e) Cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.12.740(B)(3)(d). 

 

(6) (a)  Cargo containers may be used for storage of items related to the use of commercial-

zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office furniture, office 

supplies, office equipment and other items, in conjunction with relocation to or from a 

property or in preparation for storage of such items at a storage facility.  

 

 (b) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for relocation storage shall be subject to the 

review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 
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Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 

approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (c) Cargo containers may be used for relocation storage for a period not to exceed 

fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar days upon 

the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization. 

 

 (d) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall not exceed eight feet in width, 

eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (e) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall conform to the standards set 

forth in Section 17.12.740(B)(3)(d), except as provided in (f) of this subsection. 

 

(f)   Cargo containers used for relocation storage may be placed in parking lots so long 

as no more than 10% of the provided parking spaces are used for this purpose.  

 

 

SECTION 10.  Section 17.12.740(E) of Article VI (“Office Professional Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 (“Commercial Zones”) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as 

follows: 

 

[17.12.740  Accessory and temporary uses] 

 

E. Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in this Section and otherwise complies with all regulations 

pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.12.740(A) of this code. 

 

 

SECTION 11.  Section 17.12.930(A) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that 

such repeal shall not affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective 

date of this ordinance. A new Section 17.12.930(A) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code 

is hereby added as follows: 

 

[17.12.930  Accessory uses] 

The following uses are considered as accessory uses to the permitted uses in the RC zone: 

 

A. Accessory buildings and structures used in conjunction therewith. 
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Cargo containers shall not be used as accessory buildings or structures, and shall not be 

placed on private real property at any time except as permitted in conjunction with uses 

subject to director’s review and approval in Section 17.12.940. 

 

(1) This subsection does not apply to the following real property: 

 

(a) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a public agency 

or entity; 

(b) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a nonpublic or 

private school. For purposes of this subsection, “nonpublic school” means 

a private, nonsectarian school that enrolls individuals with exceptional 

needs pursuant to an individualized education program and is certified by 

the California Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, 

“private school” means a full-time day school that provides instruction in 

the several branches of study required to be taught in the public schools of 

the state, by persons capable of teaching, and that files an annual private 

school affidavit as required by the California Department of Education. 

For purposes of this subsection, “private school” does not include a school 

that provides instruction in a building used for residential purposes. A 

nonpublic or private school is not exempt unless it is operating in 

conformity with all pertinent land use and technical code regulations. 

 

 

SECTION 12. Section 17.12.940(B) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that 

such repeal shall not affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective 

date of this ordinance. A new Section 17.12.940(B) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code 

is hereby added as follows: 

 

[17.12.940  Uses subject to director’s review and approval] 

 

B. The placement and use of a temporary office in conjunction with a construction or 

development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. A temporary 

office shall be placed on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property 

adjoining the construction or development site with the written consent of the property 

owner. The placement of a temporary office shall not occur until the building permit is 

obtained. The temporary office shall be removed within 30 days after the permit is 

expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

 

SECTION 13.  Section 17.12.940(H) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(H) (1) Storage of building materials, machinery and equipment used in conjunction with 

a construction or development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. 
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Storage shall be on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property adjoining 

the construction or development site with the written consent of the property owner. 

Storage shall not occur until the building permit is obtained. Storage shall be removed 

within 30 days after the permit is expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

 (2) Cargo containers may be used for the temporary construction storage described in 

(1) of this subsection. A cargo container approved pursuant to this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for 

temporary construction storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Building Official and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Application for approval of cargo 

containers for temporary construction storage shall be made on a city-approved form and 

shall indicate the number of the building permit obtained for the construction or 

development project for which the temporary construction storage is requested, the size 

of each cargo container, the proposed location of each container on the property, and the 

date on which each container shall be placed on the property.  

 

(3)  The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary construction 

storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active.  An active building 

permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo containers 

used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property within thirty 

calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building permit. 

 

(4)   Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(5)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall conform to the 

following standards: 

 (a) Cargo containers shall be set back a minimum of five feet from any property 

line and a minimum of ten feet from any structure. 

 (b) Cargo containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

 (c) Cargo containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any parking 

spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way. 

 (d) Cargo containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

 (e) Cargo containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a power source.   

 (f) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as defined 

by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, or under a cargo 

container at any time. 

 

 

SECTION 14.  Section 17.12.940(I) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 
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(I) (1)   Cargo containers may be used for temporary storage of items related to the use of 

commercial-zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure is 

undergoing rehabilitation, repair, remodeling, alteration or other construction work under 

an active building permit. 

 

(2) The number and location of cargo containers used for temporary commercial 

storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Building Official 

and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly 

authorized representatives.  A cargo container approved under this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. Application for approval of cargo containers for temporary 

commercial storage shall be made on a city-approved form and shall indicate the number 

of the building permit obtained for the repair, remodeling, alteration or other work for 

which the temporary commercial storage is requested, the size of each cargo container, 

the proposed location of each container on the property, and the date on which each 

container shall be placed on the property. 

 

(3) The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary 

commercial storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active. An active 

building permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo 

containers used for temporary commercial storage shall be removed from the property 

within thirty calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building 

permit. 

 

(4)   Cargo containers used for temporary commercial storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(5)  Cargo containers used for temporary commercial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.12.060(C)(5). 

 

 

SECTION 15.  Section 17.12.940(J) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(J) (1)   Cargo containers may be used for emergency storage of items related to the use of 

commercial-zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure becomes 

uninhabitable due to fire, flood, earthquake, vandalism, or other such act against the 

structure. 

 

 (2) Cargo containers used for emergency storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall be 

subject to the review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing 

& Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 
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approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (3) Cargo containers may be used for emergency commercial storage for a period not 

to exceed fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar 

days upon the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization. 

 

 (4) Cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (5) Cargo containers used for emergency commercial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.12.060(C)(5). 

 

 

SECTION 16.  Section 17.12.940(K) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(K) (1)  Cargo containers may be used for storage of items related to the use of commercial-

zoned property, including but not limited to business inventory, office furniture, office 

supplies, office equipment and other items, in conjunction with relocation to or from a 

property or in preparation for storage of such items at a storage facility.  

 

 (2) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for relocation storage shall be subject to the 

review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 

approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (3) Cargo containers may be used for relocation storage for a period not to exceed 

fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar days upon 

the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization. 

 

 (4) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall not exceed eight feet in width, 

eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (5) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall conform to the standards set 

forth in Section 17.12.060(C)(5), except as provided in (6) of this subsection. 

 

(6)   Cargo containers used for relocation storage may be placed in parking lots so long 

as no more than 10% of the provided parking spaces are used for this purpose.  
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SECTION 17.  Section 17.12.940(L) of Article VII (“Regional Commercial Zone”) of Chapter 

17.12 of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(L) Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

uses that are allowed subject to director’s review and approval, pursuant to this section, 

and otherwise complies with all regulations pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.12.930(A) of this code. 

 

 

SECTION 18.  Section 17.16.050(A) of Chapter 17.16 (“Industrial Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not 

affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance. A new Section 17.16.050(A) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

[17.16.050 Accessory and temporary uses. 

A.  The following are considered as accessory uses in the I zones:] 

 

1. Accessory buildings and structures customarily used in conjunction therewith. 

 

 (a) Cargo containers may be used as accessory buildings and structures in the I zones, 

subject to the following: 

 

(1) Containers shall meet the applicable front yard, side yard, and rear yard 

requirements contained in Section 17.16.130.B.2. 

(2) Containers shall only be used for incidental uses that are permissible in the 

zone.  

(3) Containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

(4) Containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any 

required parking spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of 

way. 

(5) Containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

(6) Containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a 

power source. 

(7) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as 

defined by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, 

or under a cargo container at any time. 
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(8) Containers shall require a container permit.  The number and location of 

cargo containers used as accessory buildings or structures in the I zones 

shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Directors of 

Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization, or their duly 

authorized representatives. Upon such approval, compliance with all 

conditions of approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an 

amount established by City Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 

SECTION 19.  Section 17.16.050(B) of Chapter 17.16 (“Industrial Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not 

affect or excuse any violation of said Section occurring prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance. A new Section 17.16.050(B) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

[17.16.050 Accessory and temporary uses. 

B.  The following are considered as temporary uses in the I zones:] 

 

(1) The placement and use of a temporary office in conjunction with a construction or 

development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. A temporary 

office shall be placed on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property 

adjoining the construction or development site with the written consent of the property 

owner. The placement of a temporary office shall not occur until the building permit is 

obtained. The temporary office shall be removed within 30 days after the permit is 

expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

(2) Commercial coaches used as temporary offices subject to the provisions of Article X of 

Chapter 17.40 and this zone. 

 

(3) (a) Storage of building materials, machinery and equipment used in conjunction with 

a construction or development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. 

Storage shall be on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property adjoining 

the construction or development site with the written consent of the property owner. 

Storage shall not occur until the building permit is obtained. Storage shall be removed 

within 30 days after the permit is expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

 (b) Cargo containers may be used for the temporary construction storage described in 

(a) of this subsection. A cargo container approved pursuant to this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for 

temporary construction storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Building Official and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Application for approval of cargo 

containers for temporary construction storage shall be made on a city-approved form and 

shall indicate the number of the building permit obtained for the construction or 

development project for which the temporary construction storage is requested, the size 
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of each cargo container, the proposed location of each container on the property, and the 

date on which each container shall be placed on the property.  

 

(c)  The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary construction 

storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active.  An active building 

permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo containers 

used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property within thirty 

calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building permit. 

 

(d)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(e)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall conform to the 

following standards: 

 (1) Cargo containers shall be set back a minimum of five feet from any property 

line and a minimum of ten feet from any structure. 

 (2) Cargo containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

 (3) Cargo containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any parking 

spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way. 

 (4) Cargo containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

 (5) Cargo containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a power source.   

 (6) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as defined 

by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, or under a cargo 

container at any time. 

 

(4) (a)   Cargo containers may be used for temporary storage of items related to the use of 

industrial-zoned property, including but not limited to raw materials, business inventory, 

office furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure is 

undergoing rehabilitation, repair, remodeling, alteration or other construction work under 

an active building permit. 

  

(b) The number and location of cargo containers used for temporary industrial storage 

shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Building Official and 

Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly 

authorized representatives.  A cargo container approved under this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. Application for approval of cargo containers for temporary 

industrial storage shall be made on a city-approved form and shall indicate the number of 

the building permit obtained for the repair, remodeling, alteration or other work for which 

the temporary industrial storage is requested, the size of each cargo container, the 

proposed location of each container on the property, and the date on which each container 

shall be placed on the property. 
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(c) The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary industrial 

storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active. An active building 

permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo containers 

used for temporary industrial storage shall be removed from the property within thirty 

calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building permit. 

 

(d)   Cargo containers used for temporary industrial storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (e)   Cargo containers used for temporary industrial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.16.050(B)(3)(e).  

 

(5) (a) Cargo containers may be used for temporary storage of items related to the use of 

industrial-zoned property, including but not limited to raw materials, business inventory, 

office furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, when a structure 

becomes uninhabitable due to fire, flood, earthquake, vandalism, or other such act against 

the structure that is not the fault of the property owner or occupant. 

 

 (b) Cargo containers used for emergency industrial storage shall require a container 

permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for emergency industrial 

storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval of the Directors of 

Planning and Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized 

representatives. Upon such approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount 

established by City Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (c) Cargo containers may be used for emergency industrial storage for a period not to 

exceed fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar 

days upon the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization. 

 

 (d) Cargo containers used for emergency industrial storage shall not exceed eight feet 

in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (e)   Cargo containers used for emergency industrial storage shall conform to the 

standards set forth in Section 17.16.050(B)(3)(e). 

 

(6) (a)   Cargo containers may be used for storage of items related to the use of industrial-

zoned property, including but not limited to raw materials, business inventory, office 

furniture, office supplies, office equipment and other items, in conjunction with 

relocation to or from a property or in preparation for storage of such items at a storage 

facility.  

 

 (b) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall require a container permit. The 

number and location of cargo containers used for relocation storage shall be subject to the 

review and prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & 

Neighborhood Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Upon such 
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approval, and payment of a container permit fee in an amount established by City 

Council, a container permit shall be issued. 

 

 (c) Cargo containers may be used for relocation storage for a period not to exceed 

fifteen calendar days. This use may be extended for an additional ten calendar days upon 

the prior written approval of the Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization. 

 

 (d) Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall not exceed eight feet in width, 

eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

 (e)   Cargo containers used for relocation storage shall conform to the standards set 

forth in Section 17.16.050(B)(3)(e), except as provided in (f) of this subsection. 

 

 (f) Cargo containers used for relocation storage may be placed in parking lots so long 

as they do not reduce the number of required parking spaces. 

 

 

SECTION 20.   Section 17.16.050(E) of Chapter 17.16 (“Industrial Zones”) of Title 17 of the 

Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

(E) Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

accessory or temporary uses allowed in Section 17.16.050(B) and otherwise complies 

with all regulations pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to the following real property: 

 

(1) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a public agency or 

entity; 

(2) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a nonpublic or private 

school. For purposes of this subsection, “nonpublic school” means a private, nonsectarian 

school that enrolls individuals with exceptional needs pursuant to an individualized 

education program and is certified by the California Department of Education. For 

purposes of this subsection, “private school” means a full-time day school that provides 

instruction in the several branches of study required to be taught in the public schools of 

the state, by persons capable of teaching, and that files an annual private school affidavit 

as required by the California Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, 

“private school” does not include a school that provides instruction in a building used for 

residential purposes. A nonpublic or private school is not exempt unless it is operating in 

conformity with all pertinent land use and technical code regulations. 
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SECTION 21.   Section 17.20.180(A) of Article III (“Open Space (O) Zone”) of Chapter 17.20 

(“Special Purpose and Combining Zones”) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not affect or excuse any violation of said 

Section occurring prior to the effective date of this ordinance. A new Section 17.20.180(A) of 

Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

[17.20.180 Accessory uses. 

The following are considered as accessory uses to the permitted uses in the O zone:] 

 

A. Accessory buildings or structures customarily used in conjunction with permitted uses, 

including but not limited to playground equipment, ball fields and seating, etc. 

 

 Cargo containers shall not be used as accessory buildings or structures, and shall not be 

placed or used on private real property at any time, except as permitted in conjunction 

with temporary uses allowed in Section 17.20.190. 

 

(1) This subsection does not apply to the following real property: 

 

(a) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a public agency 

or entity; 

(b) Real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used by a nonpublic or 

private school. For purposes of this subsection, “nonpublic school” means 

a private, nonsectarian school that enrolls individuals with exceptional 

needs pursuant to an individualized education program and is certified by 

the California Department of Education. For purposes of this subsection, 

“private school” means a full-time day school that provides instruction in 

the several branches of study required to be taught in the public schools of 

the state, by persons capable of teaching, and that files an annual private 

school affidavit as required by the California Department of Education. 

For purposes of this subsection, “private school” does not include a school 

that provides instruction in a building used for residential purposes. A 

nonpublic or private school is not exempt unless it is operating in 

conformity with all pertinent land use and technical code regulations. 

 

 

SECTION 22. Section 17.20.180(D) of Article III (“Open Space (O) Zone”) of Chapter 17.20 

(“Special Purpose and Combining Zones”) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

(D) Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in Section 17.20.190 and otherwise complies with all regulations 

pertaining to cargo containers. 

 



Ordinance No. 921 

Page 26 

 

- 26 - 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.20.180(A) of this code. 

 

 

SECTION 23.   Section 17.20.190 of Article III (“Open Space (O) Zone”) of Chapter 17.20 

(“Special Purpose and Combining Zones”) of Title 17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby 

repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall not affect or excuse any violation of said 

Section occurring prior to the effective date of this ordinance. A new Section 17.20.190 of Title 

17 of the Lancaster Municipal Code is hereby added as follows: 

 

[17.20.190 Temporary uses. 

The following uses are considered as temporary uses in the O zone:] 

 

A. The placement and use of a temporary office in conjunction with a construction or 

development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. A temporary 

office shall be placed on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property 

adjoining the construction or development site with the written consent of the property 

owner. The placement of a temporary office shall not occur until the building permit is 

obtained. The temporary office shall be removed within 30 days after the permit is 

expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

B. (1) Storage of building materials, machinery and equipment used in conjunction with 

a construction or development project undertaken pursuant to an active building permit. 

Storage shall be on the lot or parcel which is part of the project, or on property adjoining 

the construction or development site with the written consent of the property owner. 

Storage shall not occur until the building permit is obtained. Storage shall be removed 

within 30 days after the permit is expired, revoked, or finalized. 

 

 (2) Cargo containers may be used for the temporary construction storage described in 

(1) of this subsection. A cargo container approved pursuant to this subsection shall not 

require a separate permit. The number and location of cargo containers used for 

temporary construction storage shall be subject to the review and prior written approval 

of the Building Official and Directors of Planning and Housing & Neighborhood 

Revitalization or their duly authorized representatives. Application for approval of cargo 

containers for temporary construction storage shall be made on a city-approved form and 

shall indicate the number of the building permit obtained for the construction or 

development project for which the temporary construction storage is requested, the size 

of each cargo container, the proposed location of each container on the property, and the 

date on which each container shall be placed on the property. 

 

(3) The time period for which a cargo container may be used for temporary 

construction storage is limited to the time when the building permit is active. An active 

building permit means one that has not expired, been revoked, or been finalized. Cargo 

containers used for temporary construction storage shall be removed from the property 
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within thirty calendar days of the expiration, revocation or finalization of a building 

permit. 

 

(4) Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall not exceed eight 

feet in width, eight feet six inches in height, and forty feet in length. 

 

(5)  Cargo containers used for temporary construction storage shall conform to the 

following standards: 

 (a) Cargo containers shall be set back a minimum of five feet from any property 

line and a minimum of ten feet from any structure. 

 (b) Cargo containers shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other 

structure. 

 (c) Cargo containers shall not encroach upon, block, obstruct, or reduce in any 

manner any required exits, windows or vent shafts of structures, or any parking 

spaces, driveways, private streets, or public rights of way. 

 (d) Cargo containers shall not be used for human habitation or occupied by 

individuals for any reason. 

 (e) Cargo containers shall not have any electrical, plumbing, heating or air 

conditioning installations or systems, and shall not be connected to a power source.   

 (f) Refuse, garbage, trash and debris, as well as hazardous substances, as defined 

by state or federal law, shall not be placed or stored in, against, on, or under a cargo 

container at any time. 

 

C. Cargo containers that are present on private real property, for any use or purpose, on the 

effective date of this section shall be removed within six months from the effective date, 

unless the property owner obtains the requisite approvals and permits in conjunction with 

temporary uses allowed in Section 17.20.190(B) and otherwise complies with all 

regulations pertaining to cargo containers. 

 

This subsection does not apply to real property owned, leased, rented, occupied or used 

by a public agency or entity, or by a nonpublic or private school, as defined in Section 

17.20.180(A) of this code. 
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I, Geri K. Bryan, CMC, City Clerk of the City of Lancaster, do hereby certify that the foregoing 

ordinance was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading on the ____ day of 

___________, 2009, and placed upon its second reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the 

City Council on the ____ day of __________, 2009, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:   

NOES:   

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED: 

 

____________________________   ______________________________ 

GERI K. BRYAN, CMC    R. REX PARRIS 

City Clerk      Mayor 

City of Lancaster     City of Lancaster 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF LANCASTER ) 

 

 

CERTIFICATION OF ORDINANCE 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

I, _____________________________, _________________________ City of Lancaster, 

California, do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original Ordinance No. 

921, for which the original is on file in my office. 

 

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, on this 

____________ day of the _____________________, _________. 

 

(seal) 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 


